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ET us have another disarthament conference. Let 

us as readers of periodicals conducted in good 
faith disarm ourselves of any prejudice we may have | 
had against advertising just because it is advertis- 
ing. Let ug listen to the advertiser as we should 
like to have him listen to us. Good readers, a careful 
periodical, and good advertisers can and do ‘and 
should work together. 


——————— 


The Wounds of Jesus 
By Campbell Coyle 


H IS hands were pierced, the hands that made 
The mountain range and everglade ; 

That washed the stains of sin away, 

And changed earth’s darkness into day.. 


His feet were pierced, the feet that trod 
The farthest shining star of God ; 

And left their imprint deep and clear 
On every winding pathway here. 














His heart was pierced, the heart that burned 
To comfort ev’ry heart that yearned ; 

And from it came, a cleansing flood, 

‘The river of redeeming blood. 


His hands, and feet, and heart, all three, 
Were pierced for me on Calvary. 

And here and now to him I bring 

My hands, feet, heart, an offering. 








Broken 


Can men ever break God’s commands? A reader 
of the Times, asking this question, makes the fol- 
lowing interesting comment» “Have God’s commands 
ever been broken by man? Are we sinning by break- 
ing his commands, or rather are we not breaking 
ourselves against his commands, while those ‘com- 
mands’ still stand unaffected by our acts, for time 
as well as for eternity?” There is a startling truth 
here. We must not forget: on the one hand, that 
it is a Scriptural expression to speak of breaking 
God’s commands; God through the inspired Psalm- 





ist says: “If they break my statutes, and keep not 
my commandments; then will I visit their trans- 
ion with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes” 
Psa. 89:31, 32). But God’s Word plainly shows, 
also, that whoever breaks his commands is broken 
inst and by his commands. For our Lord Jesus 
himself said, “The scripture cannot be broken”; and 
God’s commands are Scripture. Therefore ever 
time we sin we are broken, wounded, sorely injured. 
And the end of persistently breaking God’s supreme 
command to believe on his Son is death: the soul 
is forever broken in itself, and forever broken awa 
from God and from all possibility of fellowship wit 
Him. How wonderful, then, is the word of God’s 
grace through his Son that, no matter how many 
of his commands we have broken and been broken 
by, if we will but “believe on Him whom He hath 
sent,” then ’s commands become salvation and 
life to us, and we hear him saying: “I will seek that 
which was lost, and will bring back that which was 
driven away, and will bind up that which was broken” 
(Ezek. 34: 16). . 


Pad 
A Great Theologian’s Caution 


Over-emphasis of doctrine may prevent revival. 
This may be a startling statement to some, but it 
seems to be 4 real truth. If a truth, it was surely 
never more needed than to-day.. For Satan is ap- 
parently making a tremendous drive to cause separa- 
tions among true brethren in Christ, even among those 
who are holding to all the great fundamental truths 
of the Christiari faith. The late Dr. Kuyper, the great 

theologi in his delightful and deep book of 
meditations, o Be Near t to God,"-des! one 
of the “defects of religious life,” as it came down 
from the Reformation, was that it has been. “devel- 
oped too dogmatically.” “Doctrine cannot be sacri- 
ficed,” he continues, “but when it appears too one- 
sidedly in the foreground, there is something wrong. 
eusg The first period of the Reformatiorf was better 
than the later. one. _What rapture marks the language 
of the Confession and the Office of Holy Communion 
in distinction from the barrenness of later formu- 


laries! First there are bounding floods of life, and 
en we find drained river-beds with only some 
weak rill coursing through the sand. We shall never 
know hew greatly this has impoverished the church.” 
In life-restoring movements raised up of God to-day 
for their vitally needed emphasis upon doctrine, is 
it not important to avoid stressing non-essentials and 
rather to pray and believe that when He who is the 
Truth is revealed in the revival for which so man 
are praying, he himself will “guide .. . into all truth’? 


x 
Who Is the Fool? 


To oy any fact is foolish. To deny the great- 
est of all facts is to be the greatest fool possible. 
God has passed judgment on this folly in the words: 
“The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.” 
Dr. Griffith Thomas has called attention to the point 
that “the fool of Scripture (Psa. 14:1) is not the 
intellectually incapable, but the monraiie wilful; not 
the man who cannot, but the,man.who will not, be- 
lieve” And there are apparently more people on 
earth to-day committing this awful, death-dealing 
folly than ever before. It is sometimes said that 
there are no longer any atheists, for everybody now 
believes in God. There is indeed much talk, on every 
hand, about “God,” much verbal recognition of. “God.” 
The trouble is that so many people to-day say they 
believe in God when they mean someday entirely 
different. The old-fashioned atheist denied the ex- 
istence of any God at all; the modern atheist speaks in 
beautiful words of God and of his belief ifi God, yet 
denies God just as completely. For the only belief 
in God that delivers a man from God’s cabegory of 
fools is belief in the God who is revealed in the Bible. 
That... ires~belief in ‘eo; word that Jesus of 
Nazareth was and is his eternally tten Son, And 
belief in Christ requires belief in all that Christ and 
the Word of Go¢@ have authenticated. “He that hon- 
oreth not the Son honoreth not the Father that sent 
him” (John 5:23). “Whdé@soever denieth the Son, 
the same hath not the Father” (1 John 2:23). Let 
us be, not fools, but wise unto eternal life. For 
“whosoever will” may believe. 


Do You Believe in the Uniform Lessons ? 


The International Lesson Committee is planning to discontinue the Uniform Lessons, 
and the Sunday-schools of North America have opportunity to say whether they 
believe a Uniform or a Graded Lesson system is needed by the average Sunday-school. 


Sunday-schools came into being. The plan was 

agreed upon and authorized by the National Sun- 

day School Convention at Indianapolis in 1872, the 
first series of lessons under the new plan commencing 
in 1873. The Uniform Lesson System has been con- 
tinued from that day to this,—since 1875 by the 
International Sunday School Association and the 
various Protestant denominations co-operating in that 
and in the International Lesson Committee. There 
have been variations in details, but the basic idea 
has been maintained: a uniform Scripture passage 
for study by most or all the members of a Sunday- 
échool, and by tens of thousands of Sunday-schools 
throughout North America and, to a greater or less 
degree, throughout the world. 

t is a matter of common knowledge that the 
coming of the Uniform Lesson System for Sunday- 
schools brought order out of chaos in the Sunday- 
school world, and focussed the thought and study 
and prayers of the Christian world, in a way hitherto 
unknown, upon a single passage of Seripture from 
week to week, not ofly in the Sunday-school during 
the lesson period, but in the home circle at family 
prayers, in teachers’ meetings, in both the religious 
and the secular press through many treatments of 
the Sunday-school lesson, and even in preaching serv- 
ices and mid-week prayer-meetings. A Sunday- 
school lesson-help literature was made possible, and 
was provided, which would have been impossible 
without a uniform system of Bible study. After 
almost half a century that Uniform Lesson System 
still binds together the Sunday-school. and Christian 


|e fifty years ago the Uniform Lessons for 








world in a much larger way thar any other sys- 
tem of lessons, though there are various others in 
use. 

Twenty-seven years ago the Lesson Committee be- 
gan issuing, in addition to the uniform lessons, 
raded lessons for those who wished them, first 
or the younger children, then adding other depart- 
ments, until in 1915 a completely graded series had 
been prepared, for all ages of the Sunday-school. 

These International Graded Lessons, changed from 
time to time, and supplemented by other independent 
graded courses, have been used with varying success 
by Sunday-schools as a whole, or by certajn depart- 
ments within a Sunday-school. Some form of such 
graded lessons, ,either year by year or by de- 
partments, are used to-day by a considerable num- 
ber of Sunday-schools. On the other hand, many 
schools or departments have tried graded lessons and 
have given them up to return to the uniform les- 
sons, finding in actual experience that the latter 
gave better results. Publishing houses that offer 
their constituencies helps on both the Uniform and 
the Graded Systems, and that have vigorously urged 
and advertised the use of graded lessons, officially re- 
port a larger number of their Sunday-school members 
using the Uniform lessons than the Graded. It is 
not a matter of opinion or theory, but a fact, that 
the majority of Sunday-schools in America to- 
day believe that uniform lessons are better for 
most of their departments, and in the case of many 
scheols for all of their departments. 
* Figures published by two typical denominational 
publishing houses illustrate this, — denominations that 
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have prominently urged the use of graded lessons: 
the Presbyterian (North), and the Baptist (Mlorth). 

In 1921 the circulation of the Presbyterian Uniform 
lesson helps was, in round numbers, 992,000, while 
the total circulation of their Graded lesson helps, in- 
cluding both “Departmental Graded” and “Closely 
Graded” publications, was 611,000. Of the grand 
total of ‘all their lesson helps, both Uniform and 
Graded, or 1,603,000, their Uniform publications con- 
stituted a trifle more than sixty-one percent, 

The latest figures for the number of Baptist lesson 
helps printed are those for 1920, and show for the 
uniform lessons 11,822,000 circulation, and for the 

raded lessons 9,132,000; in other words, their Uni- 
orm lesson helps are fifty-six percent of their total, 

It is to be noted that these two denominations have 
laid great stress, for their constituencies, upon the 
use of graded lessons in one form or another. The 
relative figures for uniform and graded helps in some 
other denominations would show a much larger. per- 
centage in favor of the uniform lessons, 

This is the situation after graded lessons have 
had a long and full opportunity for general testing 
by the Sunday-school public. 

To the members of the International Lesson Com- 
mittee, both past and present, the Sunday-school 
world owes an incalculable debt of gratitude. They 
have given tirelessly of their time and strength, with- 
out compensation, to a degree that can only be ap- 
preciated by those who have had close contact with 
this work and its great demands. They have served 
the Christian Church with unstinted devotion, and 
their labors have borne rich fruitage. The Sunday 
School Times gladly voices the gratitude of the whole 
Sunday-school world to these brethren. 

And now the International Lesson Committee is 
planning to discontinue its Uniform Lessons. It is 
doing this because the majority of its members sin- 
cerely believe that graded lessons are better for the 
Sunday-schools; and some of its members — perhaps 
the majority—hold that, even if experienced “Sun- 
day-school workers believe otherwise, they should 
not be provided, even optionally, with any uniform 
lessons, but should be obliged to usg graded lessons 
so*far as any provision by the International Lesson 
Committee is concerned. 

No official announcement of this has been made. 
But the fact is widely known among those who are 
in touch with the organized Sunday-school work of 
to-day. It is evidently the hope of these members 
of the Lesson Committee to bring to pass this radi- 
cal change gradually but none the less actually. The 
first move in this direction is to come before the 
Committee at its next meeting, April 18, at Cincinnati, 
when its “Commission of Seven on Survey of Les- 
son Courses” will bring recommendations concern- 
ing the future status of the Uniform Lessons, and 
will ask the Committee to adopt one or another of 
the following possibilities : 

rt That the Improved Uniform Lessons be continued as 
at present. This policy would give us three types of les- 
son courses, (1) Improved Uniform, (2) Graded by years, 
and (3) Graded by age groups. 

2. To cease adaptations of the Improved Uniform Les- 
sons for the Primary Department with the thought that 
Primary Departments generally would use either the pres- 
ent International Graded Lessons or the Primary Lessons 
of the new Group Series. 

3. To cease adapting the Improved Uniform Lessons both 
to the Primary and Junior Departnients. ‘In this case 
the Improved Uniform Lessons would be constructed with 
a view to the needs of pupils twelve years of age and 
over, and the Primary and Junior Departments would be 
expected to find their courses either in the present Inter- 
national Graded Series or in the new Group Series. 

4. To cease making any departmental adaptations of the 
Uniform Lessons, which would then be constructed as a 
series of lessons for the whole school with but one les- 
son title and one body of material for all. In that case 
we would, as in case of the first possibility above cited, 
have three sets of lessons offered to the whole school, 
(1) Uniform, (2) Graded by years, and (3) Graded by 
groups. 


By “adaptations of the Improved Uniform Les- 
sons” is meant the plan that has been followed in 
the Uniform Lessons since 1918: the Lesson Com- 
mittee suggests topics for different departments of 
the Sunday-school, as shown in the arrange- 
ment of Scripture material on page 97 of the les- 
son helps-in this issue of The Sunday School Times, 
but all centering about a single Scripture passage, 
thus keeping the system a “uniforn®’ one for the en- 
tire school above the Beginners Department. 

The expression “Graded by years,” refers to the 
fully graded series offered by the International Les- 
son Committee for some time past, providing a dif- 
ferent Bible lesson or topical lesson for each differ- 
ent year in the Sunday-school. 

The expression “Group Series” or “Group Graded 
Series,” or “Graded by. Age Groups,” refers to a sim- 
plified graded plan, by which all the ages within the 
Same department study the same graded lesson at 
the same time; that is, all the pupils of different ages 
within the Primary Department study the same les- 
son at the same time; and similarly. another lesson 
for the entire Junior Department; but these lessons 
are different. from the lessons used by the rest of the 
school. a 

It is quite likely that the vote of the International 
Lesson Committee will be for the third possibility in- 
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dicated above; that is, to remove from the Uniform 
Lesson System both the Primary and Junior Depart- 


ments, and provide for those departments the les- . 


sons of either the fully graded series or the new 
group series. The Uniform Lessons would then “be 
constructed with a view to the needs of pupils twelve 
years of age and over,” and the process of gradu- 
ally discontinuing the uniform lessons would be 


The next move, as soon thereafter as the Lesson 
Committee believes it is wise and feasible, will be 
to “cease adapting the Improved Uniform Lessons” 
to the Intermediate Department; then, perhaps later 
on, to cease adapting them to the Senior Department ; 
and so on, uptil both the fully graded and the group 
series graded lessons. shall have been oroviaed for 
all departments of the Sunday-school, and the uni- 
form lesson ceases to exist. 

“It isto be borne in mind, also, that this means the 


“substitution of a wholly untried set of lessons for a 


system that has now been tested, improved upon, and 
approved by the majority of Sunday-school workers 
for half a century. 

Do you, as a practical .unday-school worker, be- 
lieve that the Uniform Lesson System should, either 
in part or eventually in whole, be abolished? 

he Sunday School Times, together with many 
(ead, it sincerely believes, the great majority of) 
unday-school workers, believes that this would be 
a genuine calamity to the Sunday-schools of North 
America. 

A man of long experience in Sunday-school work, 
and in writing lesson helps, and in constructing les- 
son’ courses, was recently talking with a group of 
Sunday-school people, one of whom said, “Gf course 
the graded lessons are right in theory, but as a 
practical matter they do not work.” 

Instantly he replied, “I do not believe the graded 
lessons are ‘right in theory.’ It is time we expose 
the common fallacy, Which we hear on all sides, that 
they are ‘right in theory.” He then went on to 
show the pedagogical mistake of devoting; as in the 
case of graded lessons, perhaps six months’ study 
to the subject of prayer, and then dropping the study 
of prayer for several years.. For both children’s and 
grown folks’. Sunday-school study that is certainly 
not right either in- theory or in practise. A normal 
method of Bible study brings in prayer from time 
to time, in a natural way in the Bible material, in- 
stead of isolating it fot a long period of study and 
then dropping it out altogether. There is a funda- 
mental difference,-in other words, as The Sunday 
School Times has urged for years, between the Sun- 
day-school and the secular school. It is proper. for 
the Sécular school to have its pupils’ study a certain 
subject, like geology, for six months or a year and 
then drop it altogether, But there is no parallel 
between that and the truths that God gives in his 
Word. 7 


It would seem obvious to every open-minded Sun-, 
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day-school worker that those who believe in and wish 
to use graded lessons should be fully provided, by 
the International Lesson mittee, with courses 
meeting their desire. Is it not equally obvious that 
those who believe in and desire uniform lessons 
should be similarly provided for by the International 
Lesson Committee? For the Committee to set even 
its Own sincere comvictions over against the equally 
sincere -convictions of experienced day-school 
workers in great numbers who believe in a uniform 
lesson. system, and to abolish either in part~ or in 
whole the uniform lessons that are eagerly used by 
more than fifty percent of Sunday-school members, 
is surely not the best administering of its steward- 


ship. 

The Sunday School Times and many others believe 
that the first option to come before the Lesson Com- 
mittee at its April meeting, “That the Improved Uni- 
form Lessons be continued as at present,” with the 
providing of new forms of graded lessons as there 
proposed, should be the Lesson Committee’s choice 
and decision, not only for the present but as long as 
appreciable numbers of Sunday-school workers be- 
lieve these options are desirable. : 

Will the readers of The Sunday School Times, 4s 
Sunday-school workers themselves, help the Lesson 
Committee by replying to the following questions: 


Please state your denomination; your position in 
Sunday-school work;—whether teacher, superin- 
tendent, etc.; the approximate size of your Sun- 
day-school; then, — 


Do you believe that uniform lessons ought to 
be provided for the use of those who wish them 
in all departments of the Sunday-schodl above the 
Beginners? 


What lesson system or systems are you using 
in your own Sunday-school,— uniform lessons 
throughout; or both uniform and graded lessons, 
and if so, which graded lessons, and for what 
grades? 


Have you tried graded lessons in your school 
and dropped them to take up the mations lessons 
again? If so, please describe your experience 
briefly, giving your reasons for the change. 


In replying to the above questions, please address 
your letter to “Uniform Lessons Editor, The Sunda 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, ‘ Philadelphia.” 
To be of value, your reply should be sent as early 
as possible, in view of the meeting of ,the Lesson 
Committee that is to be. held so soon. jg. 

Let us look, primarily, not to men but to God.,in 
this situation that. so vitally affects the life of..the 
Sunday-schools of a continent and beyond... May 
earnest prayer be offered that God shall guide and 
direct in this whole matter, ruling and over-ruling, 
and bringing to pass his will-as he makes “all things 
work together for good to them that love God.” 





Who Was Right: Matthew 
or Professor Smith ? 


In your issue of January 21, in replying to an Ala- 
bama Reader in Notes on Open Letters, under the 
caption “When Christians Do Not Agree,” you touch 
upon a subject which has been causing me much 
thought of late in connection with the fact that good 
people differ in their interpretation of the Bible. You 
express the opinion there that it must be sin that 
causes many such disagreements. 

A friend in Scotland hac been sending me copies of 
the British Weekly, which is said to be the leading 
Christian weekly paper in Fngland. Each issue has a 
column edited by the Rev. Prof. David Smith, D.D., who 
also interprets the International Sunday Schooi Les- 
sons.. I am sending you Professor Smith’s reply to a 
correspondent in reference to the book oi Jonah and 
Christ’s mention of it in Matthew 12: 40. 

No doubt this Professor Smith is a very learned man 
and rated high as an authority in all interpretation 
of the Word of God. On the other hand, I am very 
unlearned in the wisdom of this world, having had to 
earn my living since I was fifteen years of age, and 
so can only read my Bible in the English language. 
But for over fifty years now = have been trying to ab- 
sorb the truths of the Bible, and I believe that it is 
inspired by God from cover to cover. I believe that it 
méans what it says, and says what it means. But 
what can I say in reply to this learned man and in 
defense of my understanding: of these Scripture pas- 
sages? " 

I believe the story of Jonah to be an historical fact, 
but ‘while I cannot figure out how Jesus was three days 
and three nights in the tomb, I have placed it among 
the things which I shall come to know hereafter. Here 
is a man of great ability and superior learning, who no 
doubt is able to read the Scriptures in their original 
language, and he puts me to confusion and_ silence. 
No doubt he is a_ Christian. When Christians do not 
agree, you say “the only possible answer seems to be 
Sim’ Now; in my case, -where. is..the. sim, and who is 
the sinner? 

*“My. belief remains unshaken, but are not:-such jutter: 








ances causing apostasy and unbelief all over the Chris- 
tian world to-day?—A Canadian Reader. 


The clipping referred to from the British Weekly 
(of December 8, 1921) is a reply of Dr. Smith te 
a correspondent who quotes him as calling “the whale 
incident a parable.” That correspondent adds that he 
has also heard the incident called “an allegory,” and 
says, “My difficulty in following this line of thought is 
Matthew 12:40, where Christ himself speaks of the 
incident and states it as a fact.” Replying, Profes- 
or Smith says: 


Your difficulty is most reasonable, and ... I gladly 
deal With the passage in the hope of helping you and 
others to escape from a false interpretation of the exqui- 
site story of Jonah. Consider that saying attributed te 
our Lord in the Gospel according to Matthew, and 
you will observe three peculiarities about it: 

1. It is absent from the parallel narrative in the Gospe 
according to Luke (11 : 16, 29-32). 

2. It alleges a false analogy between Jonah and our 
Lord. The prophet was “three days and three nights in 
the whale’s belly” (comp. Jonah 1:17), but our Lord was 
not three days and three nights in the sepulchre. He 
died on the cross at three o’clock on the Friday after- 
noon, and was buried ere the day ended, that is, ere six 
P. M., when according to the Jewish reckoning the day 
closed, and the next day—the sabbath, our Saturday — 
began (comp. John 19:31). He lay in the sepulchre all 
the sabbath, and was raised very early, toward daybreak, 
on the Sunday morning. So he was “in the heart of the 
earth” some two hours on Friday, the twenty-four hours 
of Saturday, and most of the night which ushered in the 
Sunday — one whole day and a portion of two others, 
This is accurately stated in the New Testament by three 
phrases: (1) “Raised on the third day”; (2) “in” or “within 
three days”; (3) “after three days,” according to the. ins 
clusive reckoning of the ancients who, in counting from 
2 fixed point, took that point into the calculation. On 
this reckoning he: was in the heart of the earth “three 
days,” but on no reckoning was he ‘there “three days and 
three nights.” 


(Continued on page 96) 









































































































































Lesson for March 5 
Jonah 3:1 to 4:11 
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Abram and Moses Off for Russia 


A triumphant trip with 
Ukrainia as the objective 








By Robert C. McQuilkin 


phe eyes of a sympathetic world are now turned upon Russia, where, according to an Associated Press dispatch of 
ebruary |, 


the famine is so severe that people are killing each othe 


r and parents are eating their children. The 


Jews are always the worst sufferers in such a time as this, and Russia holds more of them than any other nation. 


Since this article was written young 


has succeeded in penetrating into Kief, an almost miraculous achieve- 


"ment, and thus has carried his Christian Testimony to the Jews to the heart of the Jewish section. Will you read 
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with this enterprise, please write to the 


BRAM PRITSKY and Moses Gitlin are on the 
last stage of their journey to their native land 
to preach Christ to their ’ ‘ 
Darkest Russia. They are the first missionaries to 
be sent forth by an American Society with the dis- 
tinct object of giving the Gospel to the Jews of Russia 
and Europe. Fheit “hearts’ desire and prayer to God 

for Israel is that they might be saved.” aie 

To say that these twg young Hebrew Christian 
evangelists are off to ainia means very much 
more than the announcement that they have sailed 
from America. They did that some months ago, and 
that in itself was a triumph of God’s grace after 
the “overcoming of great and increasing obstacles. 

Abram Pritsky left his little family in Brooklyn, 
a wife and four little ones, among them a new-born 
babe coming to bless the home just after one little 
lad had been taken to be with the Lord. Yet the 
brave wife and mother begged her Musband not to 
delay his service for the Lord, for his grace was also 
sufficient for her, With Soviet Russia closed even 
against the men, it is not possible to risk taking wo- 
men and children, into the cauldron of persecution 
and unrest, but eventually this family hopes to be 
united in Russia as they are in their hearts’ service 
for that land. Meantime the Pritsky home continues 
to be a gathering place for Jews and Russians, and 
seeking souls from other nations; from that home 
there have gone out flaming evangelists into many 
parts of Russia. 

Moses Gitlin had a dear sister to leave, young in 
the faith of ‘the Lord Jesus, afid other near relatives, 
but he was looking forward to joining his older sis- 
ter in Russia, and his sweetheart, who through the 
years had been faithful to him. On the eve of his 
departure came the crushing news that both of these 
“dear ones had practically apostatized from the faith, 
and did not: favor his evangelistic zeal. Thus was 
there burned in anew the erying need of shepherds 
to shepherd the sheep in the Jewish fold in Russia, 
thousands of them facing the constant pulling back 
into unbelief ‘and ‘rationalism, and with none to 
strengthen and instruct. For Moses, the keen anguish 
of this news meant that the flame of devotion to his 
Lord burned the more brightly, and with the precious 
human hopes blasted for the present, he set out for 
the still greater things God had planned, with re- 
newed assurance that indeed he was called as an am- 
bassador to his stricken people. 

Moses went third class to England, for it meant 
ferty dollars more to be usede for the relief of the 
starving in Russia. But it meant more than that, 
for he had assurance that this was God’s plan for 
him. His evangelism was to start, not in, Russia, 
but on the third-class deck of the Olympic. 

Moses found that two of his three cabin mates 
were Jews, and it was not long before he discovered 
that one of them had become a “Protestant,” or, as 
he explained, “I changed my religion for the sake 
of my wife.” Moses locked the door of their cabin 
and in long and earnest talk the young man’s eyes 
began to be opened to the difference between “relig- 
ion” and getting saved, the difference between “Prot- 
estantism” and personal acquaintance with Jesus the 
Messiah. This was the first of many long talks 
they had and. they became fast friends, Moses is 
trusting that both this young man and his wife may 
come to know the ej as a personal Saviour. 

On the second day of the voyage, on Sunday, the 
young evangelist secured permission for what his 
fellow Jews termed a daring act; he started an open 
air meeting on the deck, singing a solo, followed by 
a testimony by a Salvation Army woman, then an- 
other solo and a straight Gospel message to a mixed 
crowd of Jews, Catholics, Christian Scientists, and 
freethinkers. The fifteen Jews were rather proud 
of their young countryman, who was already a “rev- 
erend,” though they, in common with all their race, 
have a special antipathy to a Jewish “missionary.” 

After that meeting Moses’ cabin became a warm 
center for réligious_and philosophical “argumenta- 
tions,” and thither all the Jews resorted, though one 
of them, his'room mate, had to change his cabin for 
the place got too “holy” for him. A young Swede 
got out. of the cabin the first day, with the result 
that three young Jews shared the room who were 
intensely interested in the religious conversations. 
And not an opportunity did Moses let slip to preach 
that which was foolishness to their natural minds, 
Jesus Christ and him crucified. 

The first two or three days were days of the un- 
loading of many questions that these keen, idealistic, 


ewish brethren in 
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and rationalistic young Jews, as well as others, had 
to bring forward, and then there resulted some very 
personal and heart-searching conversations, with the 
result that several of the Jews became not only tol- 
erant but very warm and sympathetic toward the 
Tg evangelist. Mr. S., a Jewish merchant, and 

r. B., a young man of twenty-one, showed great 
kindness, conducting Moses to a hotel on their arrival 
in London, and Mr. S. took him to the Mission, the 
famous Hebrew Christian Testimony to Israel 
conducted by David Baron. On Sunday night Moses 
addressed the open air meeting near the mission, and 
who should he see there but Mr. B., the young tpi 
his cousin Dr. R., another of the passengers, and the 
father of Mr. B. After the meeting he was invited 
to the home of Mr. B. and spent the evening in “ar- 
gumentation,” his opponent being Mrs. ‘C., a bright 
young Jewish woman, sister of Mrs. B. 

In the letter that Moses wrote to Mr. Hellyer, Di- 
rector of the Christian Testimony to Jews, the So- 
ciety under which the evangelists are going forth 
he thus refers to Mrs. C.: “If you received any of 
my former letters, dear brother Hellyer, then of 
course you alfeady know that this young lady, who 
honestly and earnestly opposed me that evening, and 
conscientiously refuted anything that savored of re- 
ligion — that now, praise be unto our wonder-work- 
ing God, this young woman is a child of God and 
a heroic follower of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

“T would not want you to judge that she is a rather 
sudden convert, a ‘quick job.’ In eternity you will 
learn how much of my time and attention I have 
given to this woman, how many hours IF have spent in 
prayer for her, and how every inch of God’s grace 
in me was bent for the sake of leading her to a 
knowledge of the Lord. Mr. B., the father of the 
family, was also good to me. He is the one who 
prophesied once by bending over to me and whisper- 
ing into my ear, ‘If you come a few more times, I 
fear my whole family will be converted,’ 

*Mrs. B. is one of those fortunate Jewish women 
of the better homes, who secured both a religious and 
a secular training. She is reasoning the thing 
through. There are two young daughters, then the 
young man with whom came, and two younger 
children in the house. Upon my completion of this 
letter I am going out to visit this family.~ I am 
praying, and I know that you will also pray that our 
gracious Lord may lead out this whole family into 
a saving knowledge of Christ.” 

Letters that came later from the saved woman at- 
test the reality of her touch with the Lord. She said 
that if the coming to Europe of Moses and Abram 
meant nothing more than her conversion it was well 
worth all the time and money that was put into it. 
This is the firstfruits of the “Christian Testimony” in 
Europe, — just the first. Will you share the mighty 
harvest that is to be reaped? 

But this was only the first stage of the journey. 
Moses waited in London for the later arrival of 
Abram, and together they held services for their 
people in England. But greater still was to follow 
when David Baron asked them to go to Paris where 
a small but telling work had been started“for Jewish 
women and children, with two devoted Gentile ladies 
in charge. There are one hundred thousand Jews in 
Paris, and this the only testimony to Christ they 
have! There are thousands in other parts of France 
with not a single Jewish missionary. There are mul- 
titudes in the capitals and chief cities of Austria and 
Italy, with not a missionary working among them. 
Abram and Moses held four public meetings in Paris 


-with the touch of God upon them, resulting in the 


conversion of some and the drawing of a number 
of othérs into an intimate touch with the things of 
Christ that should lead them to a saving knowledge 
of their Messiah. 

So great was the seal of God upon this temporary 
work in Paris and so urgent the call with no one that 
Mr. Baron could supply for this vast field, that the 
workers united in a plea that these two brethren 
might continue with them and take up this work, see- 
ing that the door to Soviet Russia had not been 
opened. 

Word was sent to the Council of the Christian 
Testimony to Jews, together with a letter from Mr. 
Baron telling of the need and of the blessed way the 
Lord had used the young missionaries, and most 
touching of all a pleading letter from the lady 
workers in Paris. Prayerful heed was given to this 
new call as the need of the utterly neglected Jews of 
Europe again faced Mr, Hellyer and his advisers. 
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The word came clear that Abram and Moses should 
go forward to Ukrainia till the door was barred. To 
this they were called and commissioned, and though 
Soviet Russia says “No,” they are assured that the 
Lord of lords will otherwise rule. Word was sent 
to Paris that this need would be taken to the Lord 
in prayer to the end that other workers should speed- 
eo sent forth to this field white to the harvest. 
ill not the reader pause here for a moment im 
efinite prayer that the Lord speedily raise up men 
of his own choosing who will hear and heed the plea 
for Jewish witnesses in that great and needy city! 

Meanwhile the area of the greatest suffering an 
need is still in Russia, and the place of mighty re- 
vival also. There is no call so clamant at this mo- 
ment upon the Christian Church in America as the 
cry of Russia for life for body and life for soul. 

e center of fiercest suffering is still the Jew, per- 
secution in his case being added to the famine, and 
the center of great revival possibilities for all Russia 
is likewise the flaming Jewish evangelist who comes 
to know his Saviour-God. Abram Pritsky and Moses 
Gitlin came from Ukrainia; and there are other 
Abrams and Moseses waiting for the light. Shall 
we send it? 

The Director and Council of the Christian Testi- 
mony to Jews earnestly covet the prayers of The 
Sunday School Times’ readers for the following ur- 
gent needs: 


1. That our Lord may raise up in 1922, if he tarry, 
at least four native Hebrew Christian evangelists. to 
represent the Testimony in Ukrainia‘and Roumania, 
besides the two spoken of in this article, who have 
already gone forth from America. 

2. That God will supply funds for the purchase 
of at least 3,000 Bibles and 10000 New Testaments 
for careful distribution among. the Jews of South 
Russia (Ukrainia) and among the thousands of 
refugees from the latter country now placed in camps 
along the districts of the Danube River in southern 
Roumania, 1 

3. That He may speedily thrust forth men of his 
own choice to answer the cry that comes from large 
centers of Jewish population in Europe, such ag 
Paris, Vienna, and elsewhere. 

4. That God may enable ‘Mr. Hellyer, Director of 
the Christian Testimony to Jews, to make a mis- 
sionary journey this spring to the fields of Poland, 
Ukrainia, and Roumania. There is a passionate long- 
ing in his heart to bear a personal testimony to his 


kinsmen in the flésh, now in the fires of fierce 
persecution, who include some of his own rela- 
tives and friends in his ~- native country of 


Ukrainia who have escaped the unprecedented po- 
ge) there. Is anything too hard for Him? Praise 
od, No. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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And Moses said unto Hobab, the son of Raguel the 
Midianite, Moses’ father in law, We are journeying 
unto the place of which the Lord said, I will give it 
you: come thou with us, and we will do thee good: 
for the Lord hath spoken good concerning -Israel 
(Num. 10:29). 


HRIST in the days of his flesh made the most 

pretentious claims which had ever been made by 
man: For instance, “I and my Father are one.” But 
this same Christ showed the deepest spirit of humil- 
ity that had ever been shown by man. For instance, 
Tegan knowing that the Father had given all things 
into his hands, and that he was come from God, 
and went to God; he riseth from supper, and laid 
aside his garments; and took a towel, and girded 
himself. After that he poureth water into a bason, 
and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe 
them with the towel wherewith he was girded.” And ° 
there was no conflict between the two. It was be- 
cause he was God that he could take the place of a 
re Being infinitely high, he could stoop infinitely 
Ow. 

And this man Moses was like the Messiah who was 
to be. God said of him that he was “very meek, 
above all the men which were upon the face of the 
-earth” (Num. 12:3); and yet here, without any hesi- 
tancy, he says to Hobab, “Come thou with us, and 
we will do thee good.” He knew what he was in 
God; and so he fully understood what he could do 
for man. His last word reveals the secret of his 
assurance: “For the Lord hath spoken good concern- 
ing Israel.” In other words, he was sure that the 
blessing of God was upon him and those with him, 
and hence that it would pass from him and them to 
any who might journey with them. This is, indeed, 
confidence and humility combined. As it was with 
Christ, so it was with~Moses—the difference being 
in degree —the two apparéntly opposite characteris- 
tics were harmoniously blended into one. And with 
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us all, they should never be divorced. If our assur- 
ance is in , then also our humility may be in 
him. It ig only when the one and the other are in 
ourselves that the divergence and conflict take place. 

How is it with you, dear friend? Have you enough 
confrdence in God’s grace and power toward you to 
be assured that you will be a blessing to any one who 
may join you on your pilgrim way? and then, have 
you enough humility to call to your fellow, without 
a bit of conceit or a suggestion of patronage, “Come 
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along, old man; come along with me, and 1 will do 
you good”? It takes a rare attainment in, Christ to 
act and talk like that 


possible —in Christ. Surely if Moses su in 

doing so fourteen hundred and more years before 

Christ you can, nineteen hundred and more years after 

Him. If we live with him daily, hourly, we ‘shall be 

like him,. daily, hourly;~ and then we -shall- be pre- 

pared even for such great experiences as these, 
Princeton; N. J, 


By the Rev. J. W. Storer 














glad every Sunday morning by the presence of 

those who come to Sunday-school and who re- 
main for the preaching service which follows the 
school, 

That there is a growing tendency to deal with the 
Sunday-school exodus is indicated in the increased 
lattention given it by pastors and Sunday-school 
teachers, ‘ss 

The way to deal with this exodus is to revise many 
of our notions ‘about the Sunday-school, and those 
who attend it. 

We have emphasized the departure.. We have 
talked as if the intelligence of the Sunday-school 
folks was different from that of those who went 
to “church.” We have ourselves to blame for mak- 
ing an artificial barrier between the Sunday-school 
and church. What God had joined together we have 
put asunder. 

The following plan has been in operation with us 
for several years, so that it is no longer an experi- 
ment. It is not new. The church is not an excep- 
tional one. The pastor is not an expert, therefore 
any church that will work at it can make a go of 
if —if they want to. 

More than that, it is working in this church in 
spite of difficulties, for we have so. outgrown the 
present building that we are compelled to have classes 
in three different buildings. With the church and 
school under one roof, the success would be more 
marked. 

Electric bells ringing in every room call the school 
to ordér at 10 o'clock, but not as thé old way had 
it in the auditorium for the “opening exercises,” 
Instead, the classes meet in their own department 
rooms for their opening programs led by the superin- 
tendents, after which they go to their rooms for 
the study. 

At 10.45 the warning bell rings, and at 10.50 the 
last ‘bell is rung, which means that the entire school 
assembles in the auditorium. Many of the Begin- 
ners and the Cradle Roll children whose mothers 
wish them to come home at this point are taken in 
charge by those sent for them, or in case of the 
smallest kiddies are cared for in the Sand Room by 
competent. helpers. As the classes come into the 
auditorium the organist is in her place and plays 
softly and reverently. 

The choir has come into the choir loft as she is 
playing, and she swings into the Doxology, the en- 
tire audience standing, after which the pastor gives 
the invocation. 

Then the audience unites in singing. Sometimes 
just here a department will stand and lead us in sing- 
ing. some song they like and sing so spiritedly. 

hen the pastor reads his ripture lesson, has 
a word of prayer, and perhaps another song. At 
this point the Sunday-school superintendent makes 
his announcements, and calls attention to anything 
needing or meriting emphasis in the records for the 
school that morning. 

We make much of a six-point record system we 
use, which means that for those above the Primary 
resent counts 30 percent; on time, 10 percent; Bibles 
rought, 15 percent; lessons prepared, 15 percent; 
offering. 10 percent; attending church, 20. percent. 
For the Beginners and Primary the points are as 
follows: Present, 70 percent; on time, 20 percent; 
offering, 10 percent. 

The points are indicated on a slip handed to the 
pupils when they come in, and all above the small 
children check their own slips, and these are given 
to the school secretary, who gets the record ready 
for the church service report. 

There is a large blackboard, four by six feet, 
ruled and marked off for the six-point record sys- 
tem, giving the totals by departments, that has been 
filled out by the general secretary and which all the 
audience can see and study. 

When these announcements have been made the 
morning offering is taken. There may be a special 
piece of music here, always being im accord with 
the theme of the sermon. The pastor is nearly al- 
ways ready to preach by 11.20 o'clock. 

At the close of the sermon the invitation is always 
given, and very seldom i it later than 12.15 P. M. 
when the organist begins her postlude. 


T ses is written by a pastor whose heart is made 





In order to carry out this order there must be 
thorough understanding between the 
teachers of the school and the pastor, ushers, dea- 
cons, organist, and choir. This is the very thing 
we have desired. There are not two crowds, but 
one, and with one ideal, not two. 

Now for some of the questions: 

First, what proportion of the Sunday-school at- 
tendance remains regularly for the church service? 

Looking through the records for the past year, I 
find the percent to be slightly more than eighty. 
For instance, the Sunday before this was written we 
had 308 present and 242 stayed for preaching. 

‘The. entire school is constantly being impressed 
with the spirit of loyalty to our ideals. All are made 
to feel that the morning’s work is not done until 
the message of the pastor. is heard. 

The pastor frequently expresses his appreciation 
of this or that department or’class from the pulpit, 
and while calling through the week this idea is kept 
in mind. 

As to the message, may I express my convictions, 
based on experience? in my judgment many of 
my brethren are losing a gteat advantage in for- 
getting the Interpreter of the Word. They have 
what: they call “children’s sérméns,” folfowed by the 
usual one for the adults.. For a time I tried this, 
but the experiment was not pleasing. ~ 
“One day the thought came to me that the Holy 
- was explicitly declared to be the interpreter 
of the Word, and that being the case I could de- 
pend upon him to interpret the message to all, if 
it was. from God, and of the Word. he slave to 
psychology:‘may object to this and make much talk 
of the child mind, and the like. But He knows more 
than the psychologist, and if the preacher is preach- 
ing the Word, all will receive their meat in due pro- 


- portion: And, what is more ‘¢onviricing than argu- 


ment, I have seen Him do it! 

Together in the past year, ‘otir’*péople ‘old and 
young have gore through the €xpoSsition ‘of Ephesians, 
Hebrews, Philippians, and Galatians. 

Solid food this, yet I have been made happy at 
the attendance and attention of young and old. The 
teachers of our school have been large factors in the 


success of this plan. Much is made of the twenty” 


percent for attending preaching which our six-point 
record system gives. The teachers not only empha- 
size this, but set the example. themselves. 

Spiritually, we have come to a new day. The 
teachers have the evangelistic passion, and the 
ens sa expects conversions, so that seldom does a 

unday pass without additions to the church. 

I believe there is the same feeling of expectancy 
which on the day of Pentecost made the church so 
attractive that the people were there and gave Peter 
his chance. 

As ‘to the effect on the church membership: At 
first there was a tendency to regret the passing of 
the old-time intermission of twenty minutes between 
Sunday-school and “church.” But not now. A steady 
stream of young life has made for constant and glori- 
ous fruitage. We have had to enlist a large and 
active corps of ushers to seat the folks. Never a 
Sunday morning now without chairs in the aisles, 
and all available space thrown open and full. The 
news has gone out, and people who may desire to 
ceme'to the morning worship know they must be on 


time, else there will be no seats, and they might miss ° 


something. This has cured the evil of the late comers 
at the morning worship. 

There has been much of theory concerning what 
has been called the “merged service,” and all too 
little intelligent effort to do the thing. To do it 
demands a revision of our phrasing concerning the 
Sunday-school, a changed idea of what a Sunday- 
school is, placing the emphasis on the presence at 
the preaching service, not on the absence from it, 
co-operation of the entire church, loyalty of the 
teaching force, and dependence of all on the Holy 
Spirit, rather than on the gearing of the machine. 

And when it has been done, there will face the 
preacher a large number of unsaved souls, who are 
ready for the message. 

After that, the human problem. is not the scheol, 
but the preacher. 


Paris, TENN. 


doesn’t it? And lyet it is” 
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3. It misconceiVes “the sign of the prophet Jonah.” This. 
was not his adventure with the whale, which happened far 
away in the Mediterranean ere he traveled eastward across 
the desert to the city of Nineveh, and which had never 
been heard of there. It was, as both evangelists expressly 
recognize (comp. Matt. 12: 40; Luke 11:2), his preaching 
—his proclamation of impending judgment and his call to 
repentance (comp. Jonah 3). P 


What, then, shall we make of a verse which is not merely 
erroneous in itself but irreconcilable with its coritext and 
also with the parallel narrative of Luke? It is an ex- 
ample of a mishap which frequently befell the sacred text 
in early days when it was laboriously -written by hand, 
The margin of 4 manuscript afforded room for various 
notes and comments. Sometimes a copyist would omit a 
word or a sentence, and-he would enter it on the margin; 
and often, too, a careful reader would record there an, 
illustration or explanation. By and by his ‘manuscript 
thus annotated would serve as the exemplar of a copyist; 
and if the latter were a dull, mechanical person, he might 


mistake a reader’s comment for an omission, and in tran-~ 


scription he would import it into the text. 

And so with that verse in Matthew’s Gospel (12:40). It 
is a marginal comment inserted in the text. And a very 
dull comment it is, quite missing our Lord’s purpose. The 
man who wrote it may have been a diligent student, but 
he was a poor interpreter. Just omit it, and not only is 
our Lord’s meaning luminous but the evangelists agree. 


Concerning the four points which Professor Smith 
makes.in favor of his view, it may be said: 


1. The absenge of the statement of our Lord about 

onah from [uke cotints for nothing. One place 
is enough if it is, properly attested, and unless 
there are weighty and ample reasons for rejecting 
Matthew we have no right to do so. Luke is the 
shorter of the two accounts, and deals with only one 
point of comparison between Christ and Jonah. Mat- 
thew is fuller and takes up two points. 

2. The phrase “three days and three nights” is ex- 
plained by some of the ablest and most devout stu- 
dents, like the late Sir Robert Anderson of England, 
as a Jewish phrase meaning the third day, and they 
adduce Esther 4:16 and 5:1 in support of their 
view, where nights are.mentioned, and yet it is clear 
that the reference is to the third day. There are 
others who believe that our Lord was erucified on 
Thursday or even on Wednesday. An appendix in 
Westcott’s Introduction to the “Study of the Gos- 
pels” gives weighty reasons for thinking: that Mat-': 
thew teaches this longer time. Dr..R.’ A: Torrey, 
Dean of the Los Angeles Bible Institute, ‘holds very 
strongly to~-Wednesday, and: has a good deal to say 
for it. Commenting upon Matthew 12: 40, the Com- 
panion Bible says: “Now -while. it is quite correct to 
speak according to Hebrew idiom of ‘three days’ or 
‘three years,’ while they are only part of three days 
or three years, yet that idiom does not apply in a 
case like this, where ‘three nights’ are mentioned im 
addition to ‘three days.’ It will be noted that the Lord 
not only definitely states. this, but repeats the full 

hraseology, so that we may not be mistaken... . 
Wednesday [in the month of] Nisan 14th (commenc- 
ing on Tuesday at sunset), was ‘the preparation day,’ 
on which the crucifixion took place: for all four Gos- 
pels definitely say that this was the day on which 
the Lord was buried (before our Wednesday sun- 
set).” It is striking that Luke 24:21 has “the third 
day since” (literally, “from ~-which”), and when -we 
work back this-would suggest Thursday. 

3. It is not right-to say that “the sign of the 
prophet Jonah” is misconceived by this reference to 
his “adventure with the whale,” for there are two 
aspects. according to Matthew, in which he was a 
sign. First Jonah’s preservation in the “great fish”: 


was a “sign” or type of our Lord’s own entombment ‘ 


and resurrection; second, Jonah is a sign of the Jew- 
ish nation in its dispersion and eventual restoration 
to its own land. This symbolism is discussed in 
“The Prophecy in This Lesson” on page 99. 

4. The idea that) Matthew’s statement is due to a 
copyist’s error is entirely without proof, and is an 
example of the way in which purely personal and 
subjective opinions are made to do duty for proper 
arguments. Dr. David Smith has taken exactly the 
same position about Matthew.in his book, “The Days 
of His Flesh,” where he says that Matthew made 
several mistakes in his uSe of his material. But there 
is absolutely no proof of this, and it’ may fairly be 
said that Matthew was at least as likely to know 
about his Master as Dr. Smith. The theory suggested 
by Dr. Smith to account for this passage is too easy 
to be convincing, and represents merely his own opin- 
ion, without the slightest historical or textual proof. 
It is always essential to distinguish between facts and 
theories, and Dr. Smith has no facts on his side. 

The view here taken by Dr. Smith is the one 
usually adopted. by the critical school, especially by 
those who cannot regard the entire book of Jonah 
as a parable. They therefore have to get rid of 
Matthew’s reference. But what is lacking in this ef- 
fort is the entire and complete historical and textual 
evidence. 

It: is quite evident that this Canadian reader is not 
the sinner in this “disagreement.” 
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Lesson for March 5 
Jonah 3:1 to 4:11 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 


66 HERE was for centuries an Assyrian mound 
named ‘Yunas, a corrupted Assyrian form of 
‘Jonas,’ and it was this mound’s name that 

first gave the — to archeologists that. the an- 

cient city of ; ‘ ; 

Botta [the noted archeologist] associated “Yunas 

with Jonah, and the latter with Nineveh, and so 

pushed in his spade, and struck the walls of the city.” 

— AH. E. Helme, D.D., as quoted by James M. Gray 

in his Christian Workers’ Commentary, on Jonah. 


Our Background Material 

It. is no wonder that the Scripture refers_to Nine- 
veh as “that great city” in yiew of its glory and 
grandeur (Dr. Thomas, I, 1) 


onah was and when. he prophesied, and the. 


that -his book is not merely par- 
t real history; are given by Dr. 


reason for believi 
able and allegory, 
Thortras (II, 6). the Open etter on the second 
pase of this issue, “Who Was Right: Matthew or 

rofessor Smith,” is a defense ofthe authenticity of 
one of our Lord’s references to Jonah. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragrahe in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

The Bible says nothing as to just where the great 
fish cast Jonah upon the dry land. There are com- 
mentators who believe that there were individuals, 
perhaps great numbers of people who saw Jonah 
vomited out on the land ee who accompanied him 
to Nineveh as his witnesses and credentials. In this 
connection it is interesting to recall that the Nin- 
evites worshiped Dagon, the fish-god, who appears on 
the tablets as being a man with the body and tail of a 
fish, a sort of merman god. It was believed that this 
god came out of the sea and sent messengers from 
time to time from the sea <o the nation. 

It is easily understandable, therefore, that the Nin- 
evites, if indeed they did learn how Jonah had come 
to them saved miraculously from the.sea, would have 
associated him with these religious traditions, and 
have been all the more favorably impressed to re- 
ceive his message. 

A vivid picture of the uncouth prophet, in his rough 
garb, passing through the startled city and preaching 
a sermon of one sentence is drawn for us by Dr. 
Smellie (2, 3)... ~ 

It will be a mistake not to make the lesson include 
the whole book of Jonah, It is a little book, and 
careful preparation will enable the teacher to cover 
all the ground. 

A plan for studying the lesson in a girls’ class, 
refusing to sidetrack the real value of the lesson by 
discussing whales in the eastern Mediterranean, and 
the like, is Suggested by Mrs. Askew (2, 3). 

It would be a mistake to waste time in dis- 
cussing the attacks of infidelity on the Jonah story, 
but it is well worth while to spend a little time prov- 
ing that the book és true, as Mr. Teas suggests (2, 


A delightful novel, with much that is helpful 
in it, is being widely read to-day, in which one of 
the characters, a retired New England sea captain, 
is induced to go to church for the, first time in many 
years. .The reason he gave up going to church was 
because he had quarreled with the parson about a 
sermon on Jonah. The parson held sturdily to the 
miraculous element in the story, while the old skipper 
insisted that, as a whaler of experience, he knew a 
whale could not swallow a man—and both, live. 
The man*might kill the whale, and the whale certainly 
would kill the man, for he had seen many a post- 
mortem examination of those huge fish. twelve- 
year-old boy in a Christian home, who heard that story 
read, declared: “I believe that old sailor had the best 
of the argument.” Enough time should be taken to 
emphasize the miraculous in this book, as our Lord 
did in his reference to it. 

Unbelief is always guilty of wrong émphasis, and 
how very true this is of the story of Jonah, whose 
greatest miracle is not that of his preservation within 
the “great -fish,” —it is not said to be a whale, — but 
rather the amazing repentance of a whole city, as 
pointed out by Dr. Smellie (4; see also Mr. Ridgway, 
1 


The Ninevites grasped the fact that God was bring- 
ing salvation to them through a man who had passed 
through death to a new life. That was what our 
Lord did fer the ‘world, and he illustrated -the fact of 





Golden Text.—Let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
will have mercy upon 


ineveh might be buried beneath it. » 
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LESSON 10. MARCH 5. JEHOVAH’S MERCY TO A HEATHEN CITY 


Jonah 3:1 to 4:11 





: Isaiah 55 : 1-9. 
ial; Psalms 337; 145; Isaiah 45 : 20-2 
. Joos rir to2: 10; Mal.*1 : 10, 12; owt E 20. 
PAL TR : Jonah 3:1 ‘o4 Tas. 
Memory Verse : God is love.—1 John d : 8. 
J Lesson Material: omah 5 12 104: 35. . 
Memory Verse @ Psalm 103 : 8. 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee , printing in the lesson helps is 
- Jonah 3: 1-10 


1 And the word of Jehovah came unto J 


three days’ journey. 
city a day’s journey, and he cried, Yet forty days, 
and Nineveh shall ov wn. 


3; and they pro- 
claimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, the greatest of 
them even to the least of them. 6 ° And the tidings reached 
the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and 


nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, 
taste any thing; let them not feed, nor drink water; 8 but 
let them be covered with sackcloth, both man and beast, 
and let them cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn 
every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is 
in his hands. 9 Who knoweth whether God will not turn 
and repent, and turm away from his fierce anger, that we 
perish not?+ 10 And God saw their works, that they turned 
from their evil way; and God repented of the evil which 
he said he would do unto them; and he did it not. 
10Or, cry 2 Heb. a city great unto God *Or, For word 
came unto the king, etc. * Heb. said 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








his resurrection with the Jonah story (Family Wor- 
ship for Thursday). 

The catholicitytof the Gospel message and of G6d’s 
love for the whole world, as illustrated in the book 
of Jonah, will be seen by Dr. Thomas’ ane of the 
Reference Material (Dr. Smellie, 7; Mrs. Askew, 1). 

Jonah’s life-story falls into three stages, our les- 
son hinging around the second (Dr. Smellie, 1). 

The revival at Nineveh was one of the most won- 
derful in history. A genuine work was done, The 
regeneration of the city moved upward from people 
to king, and it was thoroughgoing in every way (Dr. 
Thomas, I, 2). 

And after Nineveh repented “God repented,”. and 
what is meant by that statement is explained by Dr. 
Thomas (I, 3; Dr. Smellie, 6). 

God would not’ have been God, he would have 
denied himself as a God of love, if he had failed to 
forgive the Ninevites and accept their sacrifice of a 
contrite heart. : 

very helpful analysis of this remarkable mis- 
sion&ry adventure is provided by Dr. Thomas (III, 
7). Hudson Taylor had a maxim that we ought to 
be “God’s men (and women) in God’s place doing 
God’s. work in d’s way” Ronee: Table, 2;? Mr. 
Teas, 5). God had to discipline Jonah in order to 
get him tothe point of being an all-round mission- 
ary (The Little Jetts). Are we choosing our own 
life-plans or letting God choose them for us? The 
missionary teaching of the book of Jonah is thought- 
fully explained De. Thomas (III, 8). It is a sol- 
emn thing to hear the call of God to the mission field, 
and then to run away from it (Miss Homer-Dixon). 
The Zenanas of India cry aloud for women mission- 
aries. Are you a girl Jonah? (Mrs. Askew, 4.) 

There are two views of Jonah’s displeasure over 
the recalling of the doom of Nineveh. That it was 
not so much the all too characteristic narrow national 
outlook of the Jew, but was rather for patriotic rea- 
sons in order to get an ever-threatening enemy out of 
the way, is a yery possible explanation, given by Dr. 
Thomas (I, 4). 


The Truth that Is Gelden 


God is love, and love makes discipline necessary at 
times. “He scourgeth every son whom he receiveth” 
(Heb. 12:6). The mercy of God to Nineveh and 
Jonah is the great central truth around which this 
lesson should be organized (Dr. Ellis). “The good- 
ness of God leadeth thee to repentance” (Rom. 2: 
4; Family Worship for Wednesday). 


Teaching Pointe 

Four times in Jonah we are told of things God 
Fey Se 1. “A great fish” (1:17). 
4:6). 


2. “A gourd” 


3. “A worm” (4:7). 4. “A vehement east 








unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return unto Jehovah, and he 
him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.—Isaiah 55 : 7 





wind” (4:8). And all were prepared in order to 
prepare and discipline and use Jonah. The book 
is wonderful for the way in which it illustrates God's 
providence. 

Quite a lot of folks do not always mean it when 
they express the wish to die (Round-Table, 3). 

It is bad enough to be angry with man, but it does 
seem worse to be angry with God (v. 4), and yet 
how gentle were his dealings with the sullen prophet, 
as He says, “Doest thou well to be angry?” (Round- 
Table, 4) 

The character and the cure of Jonah’s disobedience 
ore analyzed by Dr. Thomas in The Heart of the 

esson, 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


What is the greatest reason for believing the story 
of Jonah.is true history? 


Is the question of missions fstting on your nerves 
—your motor nerves? (Round-Table, 1. 


Can I ym boys’ class answer the questions pro- 
pounded by Mr. Teas? (4.) 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





_ THE PRINCIPLE oF CONCENTRATION. — Organ- 
ize the lesson around one central and important 
truth whenever possible. 











HERE has been so much joking about Jonah, 

and so much foolishness talked about the book 
thdt perhaps no other principle can be more important 
for us to observe in teaching this lesson than the 
one indicated, It has been well said that the miracle 
itself is not even as remarkable as others that might 
be mentioned, and for the believer it ought to be 
sufficient that our Lord endorsed the truthfulness of 
the record. 

Both the subject of the lesson and the Golden Text 
indicate that in the teaching we should stress the 
message and the mercy of Jehovah. It was the merc 
of Jehqvah to Nineveh that led Him to start Tene 
toward the wicked city to cry against it, and it was 
that same mercy that would not be thwarted by “the 
cowardice and disobedience and perhaps the Jewish 
prejudice of the prophet. It was that same mercy 
that hearkened to the cry of a repentant people, even 
when it led to the selfish discomfiture of that Same 
prophet after he had been faithful in the delivering 
of the message as he understood it. He understood 
that his message was a message of doom, but the 
mercy of God interpreted it as a call to repentance, 
and recognized the response of the Ninevites to this 
call. Could He do less in the light of his own dec- 
larations, even though Jonah was ignorant of them? 
(Jer. 18:7, 8.) Was Jonah ignorant of the mercy 
of God or was he indifferent to it, in view of the 
patience of God with him in his own sin and disobe- 
dience? How wonderfully the mercy and message of 
God are in contrast with the narrowness and the self- 
ishness of this man who; though sent on a forei 
mission, has such small claim to the honored title, 
foreign missionary }, 

Huntincpvon, Pa. 

we 


The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


ONAH was like Saul in trying to escape from 

duty; as a slacker in the ship he was like the 

slacker in the stuff (1 Sam. 10:22). What is the 
stuff. or the ship that is your excuse for evading the 
draft for God’s army? DfStance and depth do not avail 
(Psa. 139:8-10). There are many Jonahs in the 
churches to-day, deeply asleep to the call of God and 
their church; but as long as a “should-be” mission- 
ary is in the home or church there will not be peace, 
for God will have a controversy with him. 

There is a solemn thought for us, that God does 
not always speak to us “a second time.”. “Your let- 
ter,” wrote’ an old friend, “nearly broke my heart, 
for when I was a young man God called me to the 
mission field, and f disobeyed him. Since then my 
life has been a succession of failures, and he has 
given me no second. chance.” 


NIAGARA FALts, CAN. 

















































































The Lesson as a Whole | 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





1. The Lesson’s Main Message 


Divine Renewal (3: 1-4). After the earlier experi- 
ences (chaps, 1 and 2), God restored his servant and 
gave him a fresh opportunity of doing what had been 
commanded (1:2). The command was exactly the 
same as before, with no explanation and no argu- 
ment. The prophet was to proclaim the divine word 
to the heathen city. The three-days’ journey (v. 3) 
probably refers to the circumference of the city, sixty 
miles. It was a wonderful place, with fifteen hun- 
dred towers, each two hundred feet high, and walls 
sufhciently thick for three chariots to go along 
abreast. There were palaces of great size and gran- 
deur, gardens of exquisite beauty, twenty-seven gates 
guarded by colossal lions and bulls, seventy-one halls 
and large temples for worship. Thus, it was “an ex- 
ceeding great city,” though its ape was as much 
characterized by sin as by wealth, power, and beauty. 
As Jonah passed along he declared the destruction of 
the city within forty days, thereby announcing its 
doom, and yet the opportunity offered by God. (1) 


Repentance (vs. 5-9}: - The. people heard 
‘ mg their re-_ 


_Humat 
Jonah and believed what ‘he said, show! 
pentance, faith, and prayer. Their sorrow and abase- 
ment led to definite amendment, and their faith was 
indicated in the way in which they turned to God in 
earnest and sincere supplication. (2) 

Divine Reception (v. 10). Their sinful life and 
the change effected by Jonah’s preaching was noticed 
by God, and while his justice condemned his love 
pitied, and the trouble was averted. It is stated 
with picturesqueness that “God repented,” meaning 
that, speaking after the manner of men, the divine 
attitude was. changed because the human attitude 
had already been altered (see Exod. 32:14; Num, 
23:19; Jer. 18:8; Amos 7: 3, 6). (3) 

Human Resentment (4:1-5). The usual explana- 
tion of Jonah’s displeasure is that he was, as a Jew, 
prejudiced by his narrow national outlook, and was 
therefore incapable of realizing God’s mercy to the 
heathen city. But there is much to be said for the 
view of the Companion Bible that the displeasure was 
due to something quite different. “He knew that 
Assyria at that time was in great difficulties. There 
is a silence of eighteen years in Assyrian history at 
that time, and the mca, nations were begin- 
ning to assert themselves, , . . If for the sake of his 
nation he did not make the proclamation at all, Nin- 
eveh might be overthrown and Israel saved. He was 
mistaken and had to be corrected.” (4) 

Divine Rebuke (vs. 6-11). By means of a natural 
occurrence God remonstrated with his servant and 
showed him his error and sin, (5) 

Devotional Reading : Isaiah 55:1-9. A prophetic 
message from God. (1) Invitation, yerses 1-5; (2) 
entreaty, verses 6, 7; (3) reason, verses 8, 9. 

Books.— Pulpit Commentary on Jonah_(Funk and 
Wagnalls, New York, 51 vols., $2.50 a vol.; sold only 
in sets); Pusey on the Minor Prophets: Jonah and 
Nahum (Funk and Wagnalls, 2 vols., $4 a vol.); 
The Companion Bible, Part 4 (Oxford University 
Press, New York, $3}. Two articles on “The Au- 
thenticity of Jonah,” by Professor R. D. Wilson, 
Princeton Theological Review, April and July, 1918. 


Il. Reference Material 

Psalms 117; 145; Isaiah 45:20-25; 49:5-7; Jonah 
1:1 to 2:10; Malachi 1:10, 11; John 3:16. 

Care must be taken to limit attention to the point 
intended for an illustration in each case. 

1. Psalm 117, The true spirit of the Jew. (1) A 
call to all nations to praise’ God, verse 1; (2) the 
reason for it in God’s character as realized by the 
Jews (“us”), verse 2. ' 

2. Psalm 145. Note the-references to “all” people 
and things in verses 9, 10, 14,15, 16, 17, 18, 20, 21. 

3. Isaiah 45: 20-25. The universal offer, verse 22, 
and promise, verse 23, based on the character of God, 
verses 21, 24, 25. 

4. Isaiah 49:5-7. God’s servant’s twofold work: 
Among Jews and Gentiles (vs. 5, 6), with the assur- 
ances of success (v. 7). 

5. Jonah 1:1 to 2:10. Jonah was probably the 
earliest of the Minor Prophets (2 Kings 14: 25). 
Elisha had prophesied in four reigns, — Jehoram, 
ehu, Jehoahaz, and Joash. Then came Jeroboam 
I, 784-740 B. C., when Jonah lived. Gath-hepher 
was near Nazareth. His contemporaries were Amos 
and Hosea. The historical character of the book is 
clear. Parable and allegory are always clearly seen, 
but there is no such indication here. Three reasons 
support the historicity: (1) The Jews always re- 
garded it as historical; (2) the geographical and his- 
torical allusions are correct; (3) the testimony of 
our Lord is convincing (Matt. 12:39, 40). As Per- 
owne in the Cambridge Bible for Schools says, we 
cannot “suppose him to say that imaginary persons 
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who, at the imiaginary teaching of an imaginary 
prophet, repented in mene shall rise in -the 

y of Judgment and condemn the actual impenitence 
of those his actual hearers.” Only on the basis of 


history could the Nineviges be a sign to the gener-- 


ation to which Christ s It is particularly inter- 
poaioe J to note that although Jonah is among the 
prophets it was not his word so much as himself as 
typical that is important. There is only one predic- 
tion in the book, and that was not fulfilled. er 
prophets delivered messages to the heathen, but Jonah 
went as well. There is no valid reason for doubt 
that Jonah was himself the author of the book whi 
bears his name. (6) 

6. Malachi 1:10, 11. The Jews rebuked and the 
Gentiles welcomed..." 

7. John 3:16. The whole world ag the subject of 
God’s love and Christ’s redemption. 


“Il. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate. and. Senior: Jonah’s Missionary 
Adventure. Taking the story as it is usually under- 
we have here in. urcer the. following .points. 
I ’s command, (2) The prophet’s disobedience. 
3) God’s persistenies. (4) The prophet’s obedience. 
5) Nineveh’s repentance. (6) The prophet’s reluc- 
tance. nS God’s remonstrance. See more in the next 
topic. . 


*2. Young People and Adults: wt Missionary ° 


Teaching of the Book of Jonah. e following, are 
the most ots ints tobe considered: (1) The. 
extent of - *s thought, showing his love for all 





men. .(2) The elements of encouragement in the 
heathen world as seen by the prayers of the mariners 
(1:6), the repentance of Nineveh G: 5). God is 
never left without some witness, (3) The danger of 
a narrow and racial exclusiveness, It was a hard 
lesson for the Jews to realize that the Gospel was 
for all men (Acts 10: 28, 45; 11:2, 18, 19)... When 
William Carey proposed to go to the heathen he was 
rebuked and told that if God intended to convert 
the heathen he would do it himself without Carey. (4) 
The brotherhood of man was never realized in the 
Gentile world. because there was no thought of the 
fatherhood of God. It was left to the narrow Jew 
to declare this truth when illuminated from above. 
(5) God uses one people to evangelize another. Is- 
rael was intended as “a light to lighten the Gentiles.” 
(6) The message to be delivered was God’s own 
word, neither more nor less (3: 2). (7) Narrow- 
ness ig rebuked by the width of God’s sympathies. 
The Divine plan included the world. (8) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 
In this story we have the picture of a disobedient 


_belieyer, one who was good at bottom and 7s failed 


to be true to God. The result was a lack o 
power and blessing. 

1. The Charagter of the Disobedience. : Negatively, 
there was a loss of communion as he endeavored to 
go “from the presence of Jehovah”. (1:3),.and with 
this came a loss of peace and of power. Positively, 
there was spiritual insensibility, for he was asleep 
even during, the storm (1:5). He was regarded as 
having a baneful influence over others (1:10), and 
the sad result of his unfaithfulness was that the Di- 
vine religion was involved (1: 10). 

2. The Cure of the Disobedience. It was necessary 
first that his inward condition should be changed by 
hearing God speak and realizing a personal message 
to himself. Then came a change in outward conduct 
in his prompt, practical, and complete obedience. Thus, 
Jonah was restored. The secret of true living, is 
“whatsoever he saith untu you, do it,” and “thy serv- 
ants are ready to do whatsoever my lord the king 
shall appoint.” 


spiritual 


V. Leading Questions | 

How was Jonah a “sign” to the Ninevites? 

What is the Bible meanirg of repentance? - Illus- 
trate by proofs from Scripture. 

How are we to explain God’s “repentance”? 

How does the story of Jonah illustrate Acts, chap- 
ter 10? 

Why is this book placed among those of the 
prophets? 

PHILADELPHIA. 


” 
The Wideness of God’s Mercy 


By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 
"Tosi Book of Jonah differs from other prophetic 


writings. It is not a recital of discourses: but 

a vivid narrative of an unforgettable episode in 
its author’s life. There are three stages in the nar- 
rative, each full of interest and replete with instruc- 
tion. In the first, Jonek is himself the central figure; 
and the subject is his conversion from rebelliousness 
to obedience. In the second, our attention is concen- 
trated on that great city Nineveh; and its sin and 
sorrow and salvation are the engrossing themes. In 
the third, the prophet is again the chief character; 
his onger at God’s tenderness, -his: peevish murmbi- 
ings, t 


e reproof of the Lord administered to him —. 


FEBRUARY 18, 1922 


those are the scenes portrayed with graphicness and 


by (1) 
t is with the second of these stages that we are 
concerned just now. . 

_When God’s call came to him equip after his first 
disloyalty, Jonah made haste to fulfill it. He appeared 
in Nineveh. He etrated twenty miles into the vast 
city, and then had only finished one-third of his jour- 
ney through it, as he went he uttered no word 
but this, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall-be over- 
thrown. (2) 

Do we not see it all—the solitary stranger, clad 
like John the Baptist in rough garments, addressing 
to no one any sentence of kindly greeting or ordinary 
fellowship, contenting himself with that terrible sen- 
tence of immediate destruction? It is like what 
{oscuhes tells us of Jesus, the son of Anan, the un- 
lettered rustic from the wilderness, who shortly be- 
fore Jerusalem was destroyed burst in upon the peo- 
ple at the Feast of Tabernacles with the piercing cry, 

, A voicé from the East, a voice from the West, a 
voice from the four winds, a voice on the bridegroom 

ide, a voice on the whole !” ~The 
rulers and the cynical historian himself thought that 
there was. something preternatural here. But Jeru- 
salem’s < of grace was past. Happily, Nineveh’s 
was not altogether gone. It was the eleventh hour; 
but there was time still for repentance. (3) 

_And Nineveh repented. The costly dress of the 
citizens was exchanged for sackcloth. Even the dumb 
animals ‘were inefuded; in 
The city 
earnest prayer rose té God. He heard. He blatted 
out the sin of his prodigat children, when she saw 
them rise and-come to him. from the far country. 
He revoked his decree. of doom. rots 


The story of Jonah has sometimes been discredited, 
because of that physical miracle of his preservation 
within the great fish which the Book narrates. But 
it recounts a more wonderful miracle—the moral 
miracle of the sudden and complete repentance of 
Nineveh. Would a stranger entering our streets to 
announce the speedy ruin of our country, a stranger 
from a hostile land who felt no personal love for us, 
be believed as Jonah was believed? One doubts, it. 
One. fears that we should answer him as Festus an- 
swered Paul, Thou art beside thyself. (4) 

Why, then, the different reception these Assyrians 
gave to the woe of the Jewish prophet? Partly, per- 
haps, the reason lay in the superstitious tendency of 
their minds, for, like the ancient Athenians, they 
were deisidaimonesteroit, overmuch haunted by r¢- 
‘ligious fears. But then, too, they knew. something of 
the God of Israel and of his marvelous deeds, and may 
have felt that it would be dangerous to: disregard a 
message from him... And ‘Christ hints at a deeper 
cause for their penitence. In one way or in another, 
they had learned the history of Jonah. He was a sign 
to them — this man who. had passed through death 
to new life, for the very purpose of publishing God’s 
word among them. His deliverance seemed to hold 
out a prospect of their deliverance, if, like him, they 
sought pardon ere it was too late. Mayhap, the 
Lord who. had been. so pitiful to his erring minister 
wc, ip have a blessing.even for them.” How good it 
ta) be for us, if we also are such signs to sinful men! 

The history commemorates two repentances, God's 
as well as Nineveh’s. He turned from the infliction 
of punishment, when it turned from its evil. It is 
always so. When we humble ourselves, he cancels 
the sentence written against us, Shallow minds have 
misunderstood this, as if it proved God fickle and an- 
steadfast. What it proves is exactly thé opposite. 
It is because his administration rests on the sure 
corner-stone of unfailing equity that, when his threat- 
ening against the wrongdoers has done its work, and 
weaned them from their wickedness to that which is 
lawful and right, he passes from the sentence he has 
uttered. God would not have been God, if he had 
refused to see that now the men of Nineveh were 
new creatures, heartily ashamed of ‘their foolish -past, 
and eager to be sundered from it for ever. When I 
abhor myself and repent in godly sorrow, .he loses 
none of his consistency when he forgives me all my 
ill-desert and sin. (6) 


The great lesson of this beautiful Old Testament 
Book is that God loves all men— Gentile and Jew, 
black and white, bond and free, Nineveh no less than 
Jerusalem. 

Jonah himself found it very hard to sympathize 
with a love so unfettered and free. With the spiritual 
pride of his countrymen in his breast, he imagined 
that only the chosen race could be dear to God. 
With the hot mémory of the Assyrian’s crimes against 
his land and people throbbing within him like a fire, 
he was sure he did well to be angry against Nineveh. 
“He sought the honor of Israel the son,” a Rabbi said, 
“rather than the honor of Jehovah the Father.” 
But by little and little, through strange vicissitudes in 
his own biography, he was taught the truth that God 
will have all men to be saved, and that in every nation 
he that feareth Him and worketh righteousness is 
accepted with Him. Let us not only believe it, but 
act upon it. Let us despair of mone, and hold aloof 
from none, and seek and save all. (7) 


. CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 
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becamre a spacious temple; from whose courts: 































ae 
ee: 3 : 
ere #: 
Ley <a 
abt! ge" 
a &. 
oe fa 
ee hh 
es s ; _ 
A oe 
% 
gar! Rs 
a a 
# | 
ae | ¥ 
{ 
4 
: 


















Lesson for March 5 


- Jonah 3:1 to 4:1 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The of Good Men.—Arise, 
unto Nineveh ... and preach unto it 
v. 2). ile Heaven has its forces 


for the destruction of individuals, 
families, cities, and nations persisting in 
and multiplying wickedness, Heaven 
also has saiystioh on the easiest of 
terms. I have just been talk to the 
vernor of one of our states ut the 
i both of us owe to our Q 

ancestry. One of these is our hatred of 
wastefulness, We were taught it is a sin 
to waste. So in our Quaker families, as 
in the celebrated Jack Spratt family, we 
had to “lick the platter clean.” Heaven 
is just as careful of waste. “Gather w 
the f ents.” And so Heaven will 
never destroy a city unless it is abso- 
necessary, there is no other | 

way out. Nor does Heaven want to 
destroy a man. The whole revelation of 


eaven, from the first book of Moses_to| ¢j 


H 

the last book of John, is one of salvage. 
God would save this great city of Nine- 
veh. His principal py o wes, as we 
here see, to get a man to e preach- 
ing that would bring the sebvelion «. 
Cor, 1:28). Jonah was. the best: talent 
in.the organization just then—and surely 
not much to boast of, according to the 
record. God still has the same trouble 
as the rest of us who have to get things 
done by men. To wit, “to get a good 
man.” “Where can I get a good man 
to whitewash the cellar?” asked Mrs. 
Ridgway one day. It is a perennial ques- 
tion in some form. It is. hard to get a 
man who will do just exactly what he 
is told to do—and not go off on side 
issues to Tarshish or some other cas- 
tellated city of Spain. 


The Real Miracle.—And the people of | 
This is| 


Nineveh believed God (v. 5). 
one -of the most remarkable statements 
in the story: But it never seems to‘make 
the impression the “whale” does. The 
swallowing of a little man by a big fish 
is merely a matter of sizes. The man has 





only to be small enough and the fish big 


enough and the job is done. There are | 
men small enough and fish big enough | 
even in these days and in these’ waters. | 


But for that little prophet to walk into 
New York, Chicago, Philadelphia, Lon- 
don, or any other city and bring that 
city to repentance and a belief in God is 
some achievement. Why doesn’t the pro- 
fessor get funny about that — which is 
really the -whole point of the story? 
Can you go into your family, into your 


social cjrcle, into your lodge, into your 
shop, or office, into your village or town, ; 


and by preaching and witnessing have 
them turn to God or anything else? We 
all know places where devoted and con- 
secrated men have spent long and noble 
lives trying to get just a few to turn to 
God. These places have been no wide- 
spreading Nineveh. The great miracle 
of the book of Jonah is neither the mate- 
rial one of the “whale” nor the gourd, 
but the spiritual one of the change of 
mind and heart of men. For these things 
are the most‘ refractory of all the cre- 
ations of God. You can go through 
everything in a man but his will. Right 
there is the stopping-place. Death stands 
guard at a man’s will. Men will die 
rather than give in. The Mayor of 
Cork starved himself to death in an 
English jail for Ireland. The great city 
believed God. Why? I don’t. know. 
Why do you believe God? Why does 
any one believe God? Are we born 
from above or from below? (1) 


“Reds” and “Yellows.”—Leit them cry 
mightily unto God; yea, let them turn 
évery one from his evil way (v. 8). 


Long years before the great war in Eu- | 
rope, studies in the Old Book convinced | 


many folks that national prospérity and 
godliness went hand in hand. Some of 
us by voice and pen called attention to 
conditions in certain parts of the world. 
We warned that the God in Heaven 
was the same to-day as he was yester- 
day. And that something would happen. 
And it did. In these places wickedness 
was rampant, the churches deserted, the 
Lord’s Day a day of business, politics, 
sport, and dissipation. The serious and 
evout ones who protested were put 
down as “religious fanatics.” and 
“cranks.” There is only one salvation 





for the wide, wide world, and it is in 
this text. The continent of Europe is. 
doomed unless she cries: to God and, 


turns from her evil way, Europe's 
“reds” are not her peril. It is Europe’s 
“yellows” that work her ruin. The men 
of education who have ad s and 


vantage 
who ought to know better and who would 
discredit the divinity that has blessed 
them. The llow” one; who bites the 
hand that feeds him. In Philadelphia 
there was. a 1 where young men 
were trained to back to their own 
country and pr the old truths of sin, 
r ce, forgiveness, and salvation 
(Jer. 12:17; 25:31). 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 


* 
The Illustration Round -Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must seach, The Sunday 
of the date of the lesson. If ‘later 
they may not considered at all. not 
submit illustrations: without first securing a 
reular t ma- 


the 
terial, a ear’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. e is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration 


a 
one * cach... 


Which Nerves?—Arise, go unto Nine- 
veh (3:2). A speaker at the Men’s Mis- 
sionary Congress at Chicago told a story 
of a certain Christian who said to a 
friend who was interested in missions, 
“The subject of missions is getting on 
my nerves.” The friend replied, “f am 
told that there are two sets of nerves — 
sensory and motor; on which set of your 


nerves does this subject bear the 
harder?”—From the & unday School 
Chronicle. Sent by J. A. Clark, Lei- 


cester, Eng. (1) 


Why God is Angry.—His fierce anger 
(v. 9). God is angry with the. wicked 
every day, because they interfere with 
his plan of salvation and bring untold. 
suffering upon the innocent. Hence the 
wicked will God destroy, and all the 
nations that forget God. It is not ven- 

nce; it is protection for those that 
ove. righteousness and hate iniquity. “I 
stood with the captain on the deck of an 
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ocean steamer. Suddenly a steward came 


forward and said that a hostler in charge 
of horses. in the hold had thrown a 
lighted match into the straw. The cap- 
tain turned -pale, rushed to the gangway, 
seized the offender by the collar, drag- 

hirh from the stall, and put him in 
irons for the rest of the voyage. Be- 
cause that lighted «match might have 
meant the loss of the ship, passengers, 
and crew, the captain hated fire.” — 
From A, H. Strong, in the Baptist. Sent 
by D. O. S. Lowell, South Hanson, Mass. 


of Circumstances. — 
Therefore I hasted to flee unto Tarshis 
(4:2). Some Christian workers are like 


an old-fashioned clock; they’ will not] 


work unless they are placed precisely to 
their .liking. But the more useful 
workers are like watches; they will work 
equally well in any*positioh—From For- 
ward. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Streatham 
Hill, London, Eng. (2) 


| His Suddeu Change~ of Mind—/+ is 
better for me to die than to live (v. 3). 
I have heard of a poor man who was 
carrying a load of sticks, when he be- 
came tired and sat down on a bank. 
Laying his sticks on the ground, he said, 
“IT am sick and tired of this. I wish 
death. come. and~ me.” In- 
stantly Death stippeé up. and_said, “Here 
‘I am,;* what do-you “want of me?” “I 
want you to help me put this ‘bundle of 
sticks on my back again,” said the as- 
tonished pilgrim. ‘So we, like Jonah, 
express in our disconténted moods much 
that we do not really mean.—From Dr. 
Clifford. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Streatham Hill, London, Eng. (3) 


Does This Hit Us?—Doest thou 
well to be angry? (v. 4.) The author 
of the famous tract, “Come to Jesus,” at 
one time engaged in a theological dis- 
pute. He sat down and wrote to some 
publication of his opponent an answer 
bristling with sarcasm and_ invective, 
sharp and cutting as a razor. Reading 
it to a friend, the latter remarked, “It 
is a masterpiece of invective. You fairly 
flay him alive. What have you decided 
to call.it?” “I have not thought of a 
title,” was the reply, “can you suggest 
one?” “Well,” came: the response, “how 
would it do to call it, ‘Go to the Devil,’ 
Ph the author of ‘Come to Jesus’?”— 

rom the King’s Business. Sent by J. B. 
James, Toronto, Prize illustration. (4) 

God’s Patience.—He will abundantl 
pardon (Golden Text). An English of 
ficer riding over the battlefield with his 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 





THE WAY OUT.OF THE WOODS 




















* 9 


servant, noticed a wounded enemy sol- 
dier. “Give the poor fellow a drink 
from the water-bottle,” he said. As the 
servant stooped down the soldier fired, 
and missed: Stepping back, he said: 
“What shall I do now, sir?” “Give him 
the water, all the same,” was the noble 
officer’s reply. God forgives — not once, 
but countless times. hrough all our 
disobedience and waywardness, he never 
tires, but loves us to the end, until at last 
we return in penitence to him.—From 
the Sunday Circle. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Leicester, Eng. 
bf 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we have been very slow to answer thy call, 
We have been so often unwilling to give up 
our own way that we have again and again 
‘disobeyed thee, and have missed the bless- 
ings and the service to which thou hast 
called us. May we be ready and eager te 
obey thee. How slowly have we learned the 
lessons thou wouldest teach tis! Must all 
thy billows and thy waves pass over us be- 
fore we remember thee and thy saving 
power? Forgive us, our Father. We would 
arise. and. go at thy bidding, wherever and 
jwhenever thou dost call us. Give us a glad 
willingness to follow thee. In the name of 
the Lord Jesus, Amen. 

After the Lesson. — “But Jonah rose 
up to flee unto Tarshish from the Bick 
ence of the Lord.” No, he just didn't 
intend to go to Nineveh, as God com- 
manded, but to quite another place. You 
know the terrible experience into which 
this led him. And now in our lesson, 
“Jonah arose and went unto Nineveh 
according to the word of the Lord.” Our 
lesson, did I say? Yes, ours, indeed, and 


Jonah’s. For some of us have the same 





ARISE FROM tp ()BEDIENCE 


WILL YOU? 











lesson to learn that he had—to rise 
from self-willed disobedience into God- 
directed obedience. And what a stormy 
time we have when we disobey! Some 
of us can say, with Jonah, “When my 
soul fainted within me, I remembered 
the Lord.” Why may we not remember 
the Lord before there is any sinking of 
heart, and fainting of soul? ‘“Salvatiom 
is of the Lord.” At last Jonah. arose 
and went where God told him to ge. 
How much better to have gone at first! 
Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
w 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“There’s a wideness in God’s mercy.” 
“Christ receiveth sinful men.” 

“Throw out the life line.” 

“T’ll go where you want me to go.” 
“Lord, speak to me that I may speak.” 
“Go labor on.” 

“We've a story to tell to the nations.” 
“Open my eyes that I may see.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


Psalm 145 : 1-21 (294 : 1-3). 
Psalm 103: 1-12 (206: 1-4). 
Psalm 66: 1-20 (141 : 1-3). 
Psalm 44 : 1-26 (103 : 1-3). 


Psalm 136 : 1-26 (278 : 1-3). 


/ we 
The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Howard A. Banks 
FAR-REACHING prediction, in 
type, in this lesson, is given by Dr. 
Gray in his Christian Workers’ Com- 
mentary. 

(1) Jonah was~-called to a world mis- 
sion, and so was Israel. 

(2) Jonah at first refused compliance 
with the divine purpose and plan, and 
so did Israel. 

(3) Jonah was punished by being cast 
into the sea, and so was Israel by be- 
ing dispersed among the nations. 

(4) Jonah was not lost, but rather 
especially preserved during this part of 
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his experience, and Israel is not being 
assimilated by the nations, but being 
kept for God. 

(5) Jonah repentant and cast out by 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jette Telling Bible Sturies” 
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Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


Jonah was like a badly broken colt. He | 
was either going headlong down the road 
to break his neck and smash the buckboard, 
or he was rearing back against the 
“britchin” like a flivver in the reverse. The | 
enly way in which he varied from those two 
mumbers was when he sulked, and then the 
very air was sodden with his groans. He | 
could not be held to the road for a steady | 
gait. Pull him from the left to get him in 
the center, and away over on the right he 
would go before he could be hauled back — 
only to swerve again to the extreme left. | 
He was a heady, unruly, undrivable, and un- | 
leadable sort of animal, and it is the won- | 
der of Jonah that the Lord did not let him | 
be assimilated to the making of good whip- | 
per-snapper whalebone in the closing scene | 
of the second act. 

And here is Jonah talking about how the 
Lord was “merciful, slow to anger, and of 
great kindness” to Nineveh, when He. was 
far more longsuffering and gracious with | 
Jonah himself—and you and I are so 
much like Jonah that we dare not criti- 
cize him except in deepest humility, for 
nearly every day we too are either over- 
doing or underdoing our God-given task, and 
taxing like both Nineveh and Jonah that | 
marvelous Grace. 

God give me that tractability to Divine 
guidance, that sensitive ear to the “still 
small voice,” which will make me usable in 
the Master’s hands! 


Garensporo, N. C, 





| and fasted. Even the 


Se then a 
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the fish, is restored to life and action 
again, and Israel repentant and cast out 
by the nations shal] be restored to ‘he 
former national position. : ia 

(6) Jonah, obedient, goes n his 
mission Re: Nineveh “— Tt israel, obedi- 
ent, shall ultima in orig- 
inal mission to thatworll. as 

(7) Jonah is successful in that his 
message is acted upon to the salvation 
of Nineveh, so Israel shall be blessed 
in that she shall be used to the conver- 
sion of the whole world. ’ 


PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—God’s messen- 
gers should obey his commands. 

Note—As the story about Jonah oc- 
curs but once during several years of the 
Uniform Series, this lesson should in- 
clude the entire book, which fills less 
than two of the Bible, and can be 
read aloud in ten minutes. Emphasis is 
needed regarding obedience to God’s 
commands, “ 

Review.—Elijah and Elisha were faith- 
ful messengers, or prophets, who. -were 
not afraid to before kings the 
messages which told to: them, But 


they were not the only ons whom}: 


God chose as messengers. In the Bible 
are the names of many others. One of 
these was Jonah, whose story is so short 
that it is printed on one leaf of the Bible. 

Lesson Story.—It wasn’t a pleasant 
message which God asked Jonah to carry 
to the king of a great and wicked city 
named Nineveh. he people worshiped 
idols and had forgotten God’s command, 
Thou shalt have no other gods: before 
me. God said to Jonah, Arise, go to 
Nineveh and cry out against it, for it is 
very wicked. 

All messengers ought to obey promptly 
to carry a message whether it is good or 
bad, but Jonah did not want to go,-so 
he fled just the opposite way toward the 
seashore, where he boarded a ship just 
starting out. He was tired, so he lay 
down and went to 2. 

A storm arose, so the sailors began 
to pray to their idols. The captain woke 
jonah and said, What do you mean? 

ray toa your god that we perish not, 
but the storm kept on. 

Then the sailors said, Whose fault 
can it be? Let us cast lots to see, and 
the lot fell upon Jonah. Then they asked 
him many questions: What is your name 
and business? What is your country, 
amd who are your people? Where ‘did 
you come from, and for whoSe cause 
has this storm come upon us? 

Jonah answered, I am a Hebrew, and 
fear the God of heaven who made the 
sea and dry land. Then the men asked, 
Why did you run away from obeyin 
God’s command? Tell us what we shall 
do with you. Jonah said, You had bet- 
ter take me up and throw me into the 
sea that the storm may cease, for it is 
my fault that this great tempest is upon 


S. 
‘ The sailors did not want to throw 
a out, so they rowed hard to reach 
and, but céuldn’t. They prayed, O. Lord, 
let us not all perish, but do not blame 
us if we cast this man from the ship, 
which they did. The sea was soon calm. 
Then the sailors feared and worshiped 
Jonah’s God. Jonah did not drown, for 
God prepared a great fish which swal- 
lowed Jonah, and carried him under 
water like a submarine and cast him 
upon dry land. 

By this time Jonah was ready to be 
God’s messenger, so God said again, Go 
and preach in Nineveh, that great city, 
and say, Yet forty days and Nineveh 
shall be destroyed. When the people 
heard Jénah’s message they mourned 
ing mourned and 
said, Let the people be sorry.and pray; 
perhaps God will hear and save us. God 
was ready to forgive, for God is love. 
He saw and heard and did not destroy 
Nineveh. 

Then Jonah felt angry and said, You 
had" better: let me die. The Lord said 
to him, Is it right for you to be coer? 
= went out of the city and made a 
ittle booth of branches. and sat under 


its snade to watch what would happen to 
8 ‘the booth rd 
ear the a gour w 

quickly and shaded Jonah. aie eins 
pleased with the_gourd, but a worm soon 
destroyed it, so: that when the morning 
sun arose the gourd withered. Then a 
hot wind blew upon Jonah and the sun 
shone so hot that he tainted. He thought 
it would be better to die than to live. 

God said to Jonah, Do you feel sorry 
about a. oe that grew ¥ in a night 
and perished in a night? Should not I 
feel sorry for so many people in Nine- 
veh and want to save them and their 
cattle? So the Lord spared Nineveh. 

After the Story.— Mesnage boys for 
the telegraph offices must ready to 
carry messages in all kinds of weather 
and to deliver them whether they are 
jovful or sad. Soldiers must carry all 

nds of megsages without thinking of 
danger. We ought to cbey God and be 
ready to carry his messages to, others. 
The best message of all is our*memory 
verse, God is love. God’s messengers 
who are missionaries carry that message 
to far distant lands. We may tell it to 
those near at home. 


Peoria, Int. 
ue 


Your Class of Girls . 


. 


By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Missions in Old Testament times. 
2. The runaway missionary. 
3- Jonah at his work. 


4. The twentieth century girl and “nis- 
sions. 














#}s Lord’s last command, to preach 
the Gospel to the whole world, is but 
the culmination of a long line of such 
teachings’ God had been giving his peo- 
ple through the long centuries of their his- 
tory. They had not understood his teach- 
ings, many of them, but some of their 
leaders have left records of as wide and 
lofty a conception of world-wide missions 
as we find in the New Testament. Note 
such Psalms as 67, 117 (American 
Standard Revision), 145, and many 
passages in prophets, Micah 4: 1-5, Isa- 
lah 45: 20-25, 49:5-7, Malachi 1:11, 
Zechariah 9:9, 10 being but samples of 
many more such expressions of God’s 
care for the whole world. Even Solo- 
mon, the supremé exponent of Hebrew 
nationalistic glory, remembers that Je- 
hovah is the God of all the world and 
includes “the foreigner” in his dedica- 
tory prayer, 1 Kings 8: 41-43. (1) 

2. But Jonah, in the time of Jero- 
boam If, at the height of Israel’s power, 
After the division of the kingdom, failed 
entirely to catch this great vision, or if 
he knew that God loved the whole: world 
was entirely unwilling to carry that mes- 
sage to any part of it save his own lit- 
tle country. And so we find him runnin 
away just as far and as fast as he coul 
from the word of Jehovah which had 
come t6 him telling him to go and preach 
to Nineveh, that it might be saved. True, 
Nineveh was the capital of Israel’s most 
powerful enemy and its destruction 
would have been weicome to the fsract 
ites at this very time, and so are some 
of our answers to God’s command to go 
most. reasonable in our own eyes. 

Have one girl prepared to tell the 
story of Jonah’s runaway in all its in- 
teresting details, refusing to sidetrack 
the lesson on any discussion of the his- 
toricity of this little book. Aside from 
all the other clear reasons for accepting 
it as history and not mere allegory, is the 
supfeme one that our Lord himself did 
so (Matt. 12: 38-41; Luke 11:29. 30), 
referring to Jonah and his experience as 
literally as he ever did to Abraham, 
Moses, or David. .Have Jonah’s prayer, 
in chapter 3, read aloud in class. (2) 

3. Now study Jonah at his work, after 
his repentance and-return, obedient but 
unhappy in his wmdesired _ service. 
Locate Nineveh on your map and tell 
the girls of recent archeological findings 
there, confirming the Scripture descrip- 
tions of this great, ancient city. Jonah 
preached trutinfully enough, but love and 
joy were lacking; love for those to 
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whom he preached and jo 


ing message and spared them yet 
a little while, Jonah’s displeasure: 
amounted to actual anger, very frank 

expressed: in his prayer in the fourths 


ow along with. his conviction of 

That same lovingkindaces. te- #: icsok 

same lov ess is wor! 

for Jonah even while Jonah is reproach-. 
ing God with it, and here have another 
girl ready to tell the s of “Jonah’s 

our as we call it, which was not 
onah’s at all, for God had planted it 
for Jonah’s comfort and for an object 
lesson to him. But unwilling Jonah 
never admitted that he had learnéd his 
lesson, for he protested to the last that 
his anger was justifiable. Do not fail 
to read aloud the last verses of this 
little book, for they speak so plainly of 
God’s loving desire that all men may be 
saved. (3) 

4- How many Jonahs have you among 
your girls? ow many of them know 
perfectly well that God so loved the 
world that he gave his only begotten 
Son to save us all from our sins, and 
are weekly hearing his call to go and. 
tell of this Son to those’ who know him 
not, and yet are deliberately planning 
other things with their lives, either in 

reparation or execution? They may not 

Te away, nor hiding, but are 
they not p eading all manner of excuses, 
some as “good” as Jonah’s against Nine- 
veh? They may not be, like him, angry 
because God is gracious toward all peo- 
le, but are they not making of this very 
act an excuse not to go and tell these 
same -people of the day of judgment 
which is to follow this-day of grace? 

If ever God needed messengers it is 
now, when the-need is greater and the 
time is shorter than ever before, and 
there are many to whom only women can 
go and only women happy in their mis- 
sion can reach. How many of your girls 
are getting ready to go? Are they not 
the happiest girls you know? And what 
wonders of God’s providence and grace 
await them on their missions! No other 
life is half so well worth the living, half 
so thrilling, as going where God sends 
you with his message of love. (4) 


Home Study 


Make a list of the missionaries of the 
Old Testament. 


Decatur, Ga, 
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From the Boys’ Lookout 
By Paul Teas 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
How we know the “Jonah story” is 
true. - 
“Second chances” for you and for me. 
If 120,000 were saved all at once in 1922. 
The one big thing in. Jonah’s character. 











very boy thinks he knows the story 
of Jonah; yet every one should read 
carefully the whole book»+before com- 
ing to this lesson.. That will be easy, 
as there are only forty-eight verses al- 
together. 

Appoint one to tell the main facts* in 
chapters 1 and 2; be sure that the class 
gets the full meaning of such phrases. as, 
‘but the Lord sent,” and “now the Lord 
had prepared,” showing the perfect suc- 
cession of God’s mercies toward a dis- 
obedient son. (1) 

Don’t let the boys spend much time 
discussing whether this story really ever 
happened. Far better to seize instead 
this chance to prove that it did.. How 
do we know that the story of Jonah is 
literally true? (2) 

Well, first of all, the Bible says it 
is true, and we believe the Bible. Then 
Jesus himself says it is true (Matt. 12: 
40), and we must believe Jesus. If any 
of your boys just naturally, “can’t see 
how such a thing could happen,” remind 
them of some other Old Testament -mir- 
acles, just as strange; or ask them to 
explain a flash of lightning or the open- 
ing of a bud; things just as un-under- 
standable but seen more often. (3) 

Did Jonah deserve that second chance 
that God gave him to carry the mes- 
sage to Nineveh, after the shabby way 


in his task. 
And when the people heeded his unlov-._ 
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‘forgiveness, an 








for March 5 
git to 4: 


he acted the first time? Why? Does, 
God K sive pepe nowa the same kind 
of to “come back” that he gave 
Jonah? Are we as ous in such 
dealings with other fellows in cg 
athletics, and at work as we want 

to be with us? (4) 

y questions make room for a fine 
little talk (with the boys doing most 
of the talking!) about God’s meeey and 

d the kind we should 
show to one another. It was only 
through God’s love and patience and 
mercy that Jonah was able to start the 
Nineveh trip over again—and finish it 

. Boys nowadays wouldn’t -get far 
if they never had “second chances,” to 
undo the effects of their own tareless- 
ness, disobedience, selfishness. We all 
*need to remember Christ’s answer <to 
Peter (Matt, 18:21, 22) and to apply the 
rule to oursélves in dealing with others. 

What is there about Jonah’s preachin 
to the wicked city of Nineveh that will 
especially appeal to boys?, His message 
was rig t to the point; “he made it 
snappy, as they would say. He was as 
diligent in delivering God’s message, the 
second. time, as he ‘had been in getting 
out of it before. 

And the message did the work! Bring 
the story down to date; have the boys 
pick out your nearest city of around 
100,009 and make them see what an in- 
fluence that many folks could exert in 
State and nation, if they should all re- 
perit of their sins, accept Jesus Christ, 
and ‘set out doing personal work. 

Let the boys see that the fine thing 
in Jonah, just as in Elijah and Elisha 
in earlier lessons, was his simple obe- 
dience (after he once got on the right 
track) and his willingness to do as he 
was told, leaving the results up to God. 
It really isn’t the main part of this story 
that Jotiah’ became the instrument in 
God’s hand for saving “six score: thou- 
sand souls”; the big thing is that Jonah 
was finally willing to be that instrument 
* anything else God wanted him to be. 


rd 


Not every boy ¢ati be an outstanding 
leader, now:‘or in; tmanhood. Most of,us 
havé''to rake up the rafik arid file.” But 
with God's hélp:it'4s possible, in what- 
ever place we are, to “make that place 
glorious.” 


For Next Week’s Lesson 


(To be assigned in advance for home- 
work.) 

Telt all you can about Amos. himself. 

What conditions did he attack in Is- 
rael? 

What was Amos’ message to his own 
people? 

What has he to say to our time? 

Why does prosperity make it so easy 
for a nation to forget God? 

Do you think it is possible for a nation 
like the United States to grow increas- 
ingly prosperous and increasingly spirit- 
ual and religious too? How? 

If you-had to choose between earthly 
riches and “spiritual riches” which would 
you choose? .Why? 

What reward did Amos get? 

Hupson, On10, 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 
™ ‘ 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School , issued by the International 
Sunday ool Lesson Committee. 


A Precious Testimony 


OW richly God ~is blessing lives 

through the many movements for 
which prayer is being asked in this col- 
umn may be seen from the following 
testimony, received from a returned Ko- 
rean missionary just as this week’s para- 
gtaphs were about to be sent to the Edi- 
tor: 


“IT do’ so long that more of God’s children 


Pray -for the. Bible Band 
mg about 1908 rters, 1031 
alnut Street, . Philad hia), that its 
sphere of service and of influente may 





might use the Bible Success Band. yearly 
booklet. It is the best. method I know for | 
the systematic memorizing of God’s Word. | 
I am sure that in the last year (and even 
before) it has saved my reasou because of 


THE 'SUNDAY-SOHOOL: TIMES 


the verses the Holy Spirit poured into my 


mind in 







be greatly extended and. tens of thou- 

sands helped and -blessed thereby. 
February 27 to March 5 

Mon.—Jonah 111-18. ‘Resisting God’s Call. 

The Lord said, “Arise, go to”; but 
Jonah “rose up to flee... from.” And 
this chapter in Jonah’s biography has 
been repeated in thousands of other 
lives. - Have you.ever experienced the 
promptings of God’s Spirit in one direc- 
tion, and of the natural heart in exactly 
the opposite? Which:won in your case? 

Prayer SuGGESTIONS: God is saying to 
many a servant of his: “Go here,” or 
“Go yonder.” Through the Bible Insti- 
tute Copa Association bboy 
1894, by D. L. Moody; 826 North La 
Salle Street, Chicago) many are re- 
sponding. Pray for its large output of 

ospel literature, its seven hundred col- 
porteur's, its prison work, its officers and 
helpers, . 

Tues.—Jonah 2:1-9, Facing the Issue. 

Jonah didn’t “get by”; did you? None 
of God's elect ever can “get by”: perma- 
nently. This chapter will bear repeated 
reading. Its title might well be: “I cried; 
he answered.” See Scofield’s introduc- |. 
tion to the book and his subsequent 
comments, , 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
evangelization of Russia with its 180,- 
000,000 people. Pray for the Russian 
Missionary Society (founded 1917, by 
William Fetler; 1844 West Monroe 
Sireet, Chicago), and for every similar 
organization.- Pray for the supply of 
every need, new. workers, imoney far 
Bibles and litcrature;' and all. weéd ed 
equipment. 

Wed.—Jonah 3: 1-10. © 
Jehovah’s Mercy to Nineveh. 

Jonah repented -before Nineveh re- 
pented. “Going to God for a lost world 
must précede going ‘to a lost World for 
God.” Jehovah’s mércy to Nineveh be-! 
gan, not with their repentance, but with 
his provision of a warning messenger, 
just as his mercy to the world began 





> 





Prayer Sugcestions +,.Pray, far, the} 
“What God. Says . Testimony’  (began,: 
1920; 209 West, Thirty-eighth Street, 
New York City), by means of which the 
Gospel is being preached through the 
secular press to ..increasing numbers. 
Pray that thereby. thousands may be 
called to repentance. 

Thurs.—Matthew 12 : 38-45. 
A Greater Than Jonah. 

Jonah, “three days and three nights,” 
our Lord’s own words. That ought to 
settle the myth question, ought it not? 
Jonah’s historical character “is vouched 
for by Jesus Christ, as also that his pres- 
ervation in the great fish was a... type 
of our Lord’s own entombment and res- 
urrection” (Scofield). 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Business Men’s Council of the Pocket 
Testament League (incorporated 1917; 
520 Witherspoon ‘Building, Philadel- 
phia), and for the movement throughout 
the world, through the instrumentality of 
which tens of -thousands of Testaments 
are given out yearly and thousands of 
souls are pointed to Christ. 

Fri.—Psalm 96 : 1-13. Praise to the King. 

“All the gads.of the nations are idols,” 
incapable of moral attribute, incapable of | 
making the least thing, even on earth; 
but “the Lord made the heavens.” He! 
alone truly reigns. Therefore to him| 
alone is due all praise, and worship, and | 
glory. 

Prayer Sucocestions: Pray for the 
China Inland Mission (founded, 1865, by 
J. Hudson Taylor; American Headquar- 
ters, 507, Church Street, Toronto, Can.). 
Pray for its 1,000 missionaries; its 2,000 
paid native workers; its nearly 200 
stations and outstations; its — 1,100 
churches; its 52,000-communicants.. Pray 
for China, and for every heathen nation. 


Sat.—Psalm 145 : 8-19. Jehovah's Mercy to All. 


‘and for every missionary 


gepersitl act has he ever committed. 
ver: his warnings, his chastenings, “his 
unwillingly infli punishments (Lam. 


3:33) are mercy itself. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : eg for Africa, 
Lethe tonaas for the South 
e, espe to-day for the Sow 
Africa General Mission. ounded, 1889, 
W. Spencer Walton; American head- 
uarters, 32 Court Street, Brooklyn, New 


ing t 


ork), with its 108 foreign and 250}. 


native missionaries, 
Sun.—Isaiah 55*1-9. The Gracious Call. 
“He will have mercy” (v. 7), but for 
either sinner or saint to Sin presuming 
upon his. merey. is one of worst of 
sins, Does d. “abundantly pardon” 
the man who sins wilfully against 
“knowledge of the truth”? (See He- 
brews 10:26.) When will we awake to 
the fact that sin, the worst thing in God’s 
universe, is not to be condoned or know- 






* 101 


bereaved ones, its sorrowing, its tempor- 
ally straitened, its famine and pestilence 
aberovs, its relief agencies of every le- 
gitimate kind. Pray for our own nation 
and the right solving of all its problems, 
pte soctal, industrial, educational, po- 
itical, 


ROWN’ 


bi ussatelatha’ 


TROCHE 


COUGH «roVOICE LOZENGES 


ingly indulged in? 


world’s unemployed, its oppressed and 


“ + big a 
with his provision’ of a Redeemer. * | 











“The Lord is good ’té ‘all”' (see also 





Matt. 5: 45), -evett td those! who’ reject | 


him. Not a single unjust or unkind or 


Praykr Svuccestions: Pray for the 











Word of Godin Russia 


ORROW, suffering, death and destruction have stricken the smitten people of 

Ky Russia. No doubt they are suffering the judgment of God for national as well 

as individual sins. They are in great temporal and physical need. They need 

food and clothing to keep them alive and warm. ‘There is an awful famine raging in 

Russia, a famine that cannot be described in words. But the greatest need is spir- 

’ jtual. They’need the Gospel, the message of life and salvation. And multitudes are 
humbled and are seeking spiritual help. 


°? A Visitation from God 


It is clear that God is visiting this great land in special goone The present situa- 
tion in Russia is a challenge to the Church of Christ: everywhere. The need for men; 
money and Bibles is great. 


A Famine for the Word of God 


Missionary Marusich writes: ‘‘Our greatest need here is in Bibles and New 
Testaments. If it be possible for you, my dear brother, acquire Bibles and New 
Testaments, as many eee and send them to me, for the sake of these longin 
“and seeking millions, hole villages are turning to God, hundreds of them, an 
there is no spiritual food to feed them upon,” ~ 


Pastor Ivan Shiloff of Petrograd writes :.*‘ Masses of the people are turnin 
unto the Lord, and ‘in almost every city of Russia there are believers. Multitudes o 
the people who were deceived by the Popes (priests), and dissatisfied in politics, with 
great thirst are crying, ‘Give us food —true food.’ If at the present time five hundred 
true preachers would come here with sufficient supply of the Holy Scriptures and 
spiritual literature, within a year a million souls would be converted to God.” 


Another writes: ‘‘ We experience here a great hungering for God's Word. There 
is a tremendously great need for copies of the Scriptures. The Book is priceless now, 
because nobody will sell it. It is especially hard with the newly organized churches. 
Some of them must send to another town for a Bible, to be used in Sunday 
services, and it must be returned on Monday, There are many new converts, 
but no books for them. There are many who would give a cow or a horse for a 
Bible. Whata cow costs may beestimated from the fact that, whereas one pail of 
milk used to cost less than half a rouble, it costs now eight thousand roubles."’ 


From Petrograd, from Moscow, from Odessa, from far Siberia, as well as from 
those —_ of f.rmer Russian territory, now Polish, Lithuanian, or Roumanian, the 
cry of hunger for the Word of God, the Bread of Life, is heard—a veritable famine of 
the Word of God. We are glad to sa), that we are in a position to do a 
great deal towards filling this need, providing the means will be at hand. Pastor 
Fetler has interviewed the Director for Germany of the British and Forei Bible 
Society, and has given an order for 20,000 Russian Bibles to be publis as soon 
as possible. This work can now be done at 2 low cost. On account of the low rate 
of the German mark, the Bible can be printed in Germany five or more times cheaper 
than in England or America. ‘The quotation given is about forty marks for a copy of 
the whole Bible, printed and bound, which at present is about 20 or 25 cents in 
American money. 


We have started a Million Quarter. Dollar 
Fund for a Million Russian Bibles 


Think of it! ‘25 cents will mean a Bible in the hands of a Russian or in a 
Russian- home. A million Russian Bibles for a million Russian families at the 
cost of a million quarters! 


We are supporting 27 workers.on the field. Our aim: To witness for Christ 
throughout entire Russia. Our objective: 500 Missionzries for Russia. Our Society 
is evangelical and unsectarian, and fosters fellowship with all Christians. 


Read our monthly magazine — “‘ The Friend of Russia’’—for news that thrills, 
right from the field, as well as spiritual messages from the Word. It is edited by 
W. S. Hottel, Bible teacher and evangelist, and also the editor of ‘‘The Christian 
Life Series’’ Sunday School Bible Teachers’ Quarterly, so widely used and highly 
commended. Miss Homera Homer-Dixon is a special contributor, The magazine 
costs $1.00 per annum. We make this special trial offer of 50 cents for one year for 
new subscribers. Canadian readers will please send us the full value of United 
States money. 


The Russian Missionary Society 
1844 W. Monroe St., Chicago, TMi. 
Wm. Fetler, General Director W. S. Hottel, Home Director 
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Let Us Pay You 
Six Per Cent On 
Your Surplus Funds 


For 27 years this 

old, conservative 

Company has id 

o 6% on Time Certifi- 

cates and 5% on 
on Deman 

You can open an account with us 

~ 4 mail with $25 or more,fo matter 

where you reside. 
Write for our booklet “6% and Safety.” 


870 Calvert Bldg..” Baltimore: Ma. 


Helps for your 
Evangelistic Meetings 


Hints for the Soul-Winner 
A “Book Story” from The Sunday School 
Times, reprinted: by request-because of its 
ractical helpfulness. Particularly -good «for 
hristians who are backward in speaking to 
others. 20 cents a dozen, $1.50 a hundred, 
or 2 cents each. 


Interpreters for God 

By Charles G. Trumbull. Some impres- 
sions of the foreign mission field while ad- 
dressing an ~audience » thro another's 
tongue. With ractical applications for 
soul-winners—God's interpreters to sinners. 
By J. B. Carpenter. 380 cents a dozen, $2 a 
cents each. 


Is Your Whole Family Saved? 

By the Rev. B. Davidson. A message that 
will strike home to many. Christians. - Use- 
ful for distribution by pastors. 30 cents a 
dozen, $2 a hundred, or 3 cents each. 


Why They Got There 

By W. H. Ridgway. Mr. Ridgway believes 
that “big business,"’ and, in fact, most busi- 
ness, is in the hands of religious men, 
Many employers are buying this booklet to 
give to the young men in their employ. 
$1 a dozen, $8.a hundred, or 10 cents each. 


What Is It to Believe on Jesus? 

By I. M. Haldeman, D.D. From the 
Spirit-cleansed heart of a great preacher of 
the true Gospel. 30 cents a dozen, $2 a 
hundred, or $3 cents each. / 


A Soul-Sfaving Sunday-School 

By Amos R. Wells and A. F. Schauffler, 
D.D. For teachers. Striking facts, illus- 
trated by three charts; and a clear-cut 
statement of reasons for the observance of 
Decision Day. cents for one dozen, $3 a 
hundred, or 4 cents each. 


What Am I Asked to Do on Decision Day? 
By J. R. Miller, D.D. For scholars. A 

clear presentation of the reasons which Gall 

for a decision. 20 cents a dozen, $1.50 a 

hundred, or 2 cents each. 

Decision Day Cards 
No. 1—A simple 

Christ as a _ personal 

reconsecration card. 

a hundred. 

Gospel of John 
With important 


ertificates Payable 














declaration accepting 
Saviour, No. 2—A 
Hither kind, 60 cents 


texts emphasized, texts 
Christian, twelve 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Bessie E. Stockwell _ 





March 12, Habits, Good and Bad. Prov. 4: 


23-27; Heb. 10 : 23-25. 
March 19, What Doee Following Christ 
Mean? Matt. 16: 24-26; John 10 : 27-30; 


12 : 26. 

March 26. What Our Country Owes to Home 
Missionaries. Luke 10: 1-17. (Missionary 
meeting.) 

April 2. Better Bible-Reading. Deut. 6: 1- 
9. (Consecration mecting.) 


Sunday, March 5 

Better Home Life 

(2 Sam. 6 : 1-12) 
(Consecration Meeting) 


Mon.—More Love (1 John 3 : 14-18). “Tommy 
is nice. He’s as good as I am and guoder!” 
exclaimed a wee girl about her older 
brother. That spirit carried out in our 
lives might go far toward developing the 
tight home atmosphere. 

Tues.—More Courtesy (1: Peter 3 : 8-12). 
Children are natural imitators. How care- 
ful we should be to eliminate from our 
homes the arsh, unkind word or deed. We 
reap what we sow. 

Wed.—Neo Deception (Gen. 27:1-13). Re- 

- bekah’s deceit cost her her son. He had to 
flee from” home, and the fear of his brother 
shadowed his life for years. Deceit is al- 
most impossible to forget. God keep us 
true. ‘ 

Thurs.—More Thoughtfulness (Gen. 13 : 5-9). 
Selfishness is the curse of the individual 
and of the home. It is the .mother-spirit 
which loves to do for others if only for 
the return of a child’s smile, which makes 
the ideal home. 

Fri.—More Forbearance (Eph. 4 : 1-6). A cer- 
tain pastor advises those he marries to 
have the two bears in their new home — 
“Bear” and “Forbear.” No human disposi- 
tion is perfect. How comforting to meet 
“Forbear” when we make our slip. 

Sat.—More Piety (Titus 2:1-8). The parents 
in The Cetter’s Saturday Night pray for 
their children: “But chiefly, in their hearts 
with grace divine preside.” Only an in- 
dwelling Christ can keep us “sweet” in our 
homes. 


“HE ark of the Lord continued in 

the house of Obed-edom: and the 
Lord blessed Obed-edom and all his 
household.” The covering of the ark 
was called the mercy-seat, and there be- 
tween the two cherubim God had prom- 
ised to meet the high priestly represen- 
tative of His people and commune with 
him. No home can be complete without 
its ark —a place where God is daily met. 





on how to become a 
hymns, and three stories. 
hundred, or 10 cents each, 
Anecdotes About Soul-Winning 
Compiled by J. G.. Lawson. 


$1 a dozen, $8 a 


A selection 


| “Everybody’s queer but me and thee, and 
| sometimes I think thee is a bit queer”; 


of the best anecdotes about how to win souls | 


to Christ, gleaned from the leading re- 
ligious papers. 15 cents each, $1.50 a dozen, 


Individual Soul-Winning 

By R. A. Torrey, D.D., Charles M. Alex- 
ander, George T. B. Davis, Charles Gallau- 
det Trumbull. In these articles an .effective 
force has been set at work in stimulating 
Christians to greater endeavor in this line 
of effort. 15 cents each, $1.50 a dozen. 


Winning Men One by One 

By H. Wellington Wood. How a business 
man has used his everyday opportunities to 
win men to Christ. $1, 


True Evangelism, or 
Soul-Winning by Prayer 

By Lewis Sperry Chafer. Revolutionary 
in the work of soul-winning. The author 
dees not urge more zeal in old methods; he 
presents an entirely different. principle and 
erder of procedure from the evangelistic 
plans and habits of to-day. Intensely 
Scriptural, constructive, and suggestive, 
$1 


What is the Gospel? 

By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. Straight- 
forward talks on evangelism for “the man 
‘n the street”—and every one else. It gives 
God’s Word on Why Men are Lost, How 
Men are Saved, What is Salvation, The 
Blessed Hope, The Victorious Life. Cloth, 
75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 

Individual Work for Individuals 

By H. Clay Trumbull. The personal ex- 
periences and. convictions of one who was 
constantly leading others to Christ. $1.10. 
How te Deal with Doubts and Doubters 

By H. Clay Trumbull. Practical aid for 
meeting honest doubts and inquiries. $1. 
Taking Men Alive 

By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. Disclos- 
ing the principles underlying all successful 
soul-winning. $1.35. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


We laughingly quote the Quaker’s 


but the truth is there that every human 
being is made up of nine-tenths disposi- 
tion, with which others must come into 
contact agreeably or otherwise. This 


= 





disposition needs to be controlled by 


an omnipotent hand. He sometimes al-| 


lows us to be “polished” 
the presence of one who constantly irri- 
tates, 
ver,” and let him give_us victory, even 
in our homes, where we act the worst 
and are treated the best. 
employee, F Meyer says: “ 
a private window, so that I can watch 
him in his least considered actions — 
how he behaves at home, how he treats 
his mother and sisters, how he fuifills 
the common duties of life. What_he is 
then he is really. . . . If this is man’s way, 
may it not be God’s. He is seeking 
nag to perform eternity’s tasks) in 
the ranks of such as are treading the 
trivial round and fulfilling the common 
task.” M 

Listen to the Cotter’s admonitioi: 
“And mind your duty, duly, morn and night; 
Lest in temptation’s path ye gang astray, 
Implore His counsel and assisting might; 


They never sought in vain that sought the 
Lord aright!” 


How may our home life be improved? 
—Sum up the daily hints given above, — 
more love, more courtesy,. more confi- 





dence, more. thoughtfulness; more »for- 


In speaking of. selecting a responsible | 
ive me} 


in our’ homes | 
by the aooyen 4 of an “emery wheel,”—!| 


tate Oh, that we could remember tiat | 
it is He who sits as “the refiner of sil-| 





bearance; more piety; do we not need 
the whole list? 

What disturbs home life, and how 
Fase d we avoid such ?7—lfi we 
look at the negatives of the above list 
we shall have a category of home-dis- 
turbers. We can only avoid these dan- 
gers by having Satan’s and Self’s Vie- 
tor in full command in our lives. Have 
you asked Him to come in? 


In what ways are we responsible for 
the tone of our homes? — We cannot 
make over our home associates, but we 
are responsible to God to be what he 
wants to be in our homes. If we do our 
part we cannot imagine how much he 
can do in answer to our consistent, ear- 
nest prayer-life. 
Norwoop, OxI0. 
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The Victorious Life 


Under this heading in frequent issues of The 
Sunday School Times will be found announce- 
ments of forthcoming Victorious: Life Con- 
ferences, news of Conferences 


from, those who have accepted the free gift of 
Victory in Christ. 


Calendar of Conferences 


Many have expressed a desire to be kept 
informed of, and to pray for, meetings ad- 
dressed by speakers of the Victorious Life 
Testimony. The following complete list is 
therefore given of all meetings now planned 
under the auspices of the Victorious Life 
Testimony, and of other meetings which, 
while not conducted by the Testimony, are to 
be addressed by members of its Council. 

New York City 

Winter Conerence at Mrs. C. deP. Field’s 
home, 21 East Twenty-sixth Street, Febru- 
ary 21-24, to be addressed*by the Rev. D. 
MeTavish, of Toronto;~the Rev. Charles E. 
Hurlburt, of the Africa Inland Mission; 
Mr. Charles G. Trumbull, of The Sunday 
School Times. > 

Rochester, N. Y. 

A Victorious Life Conference, under the 
auspices of the Rochester -Gospel Center, 
March 5-12, Mr. Charles G. Trumbull, 
speaker. Further information may be ob- 
tained from Mr. A. G. Slaght, 140 Court 
Street, Rochester, N. Y. 

Dr. Griffith Thomas’ Appointments 

Columbus, Ohio, February 19-26, : Neil 
Avenue United Presbyterian Church, in- 
formation to be had from Dr. J. G. King, 
251 West Sixth Avenue, Columbus, Ohio. 

Atlanta, Ga}, Baptist Tabernacle, March 
2-12, information to ‘be had from Dr. J. M. 
Ham, 78 Luckie Street, Atlanta. 

Youngstown, Ohio, March 19-24, Taber- 
nacle United Presbyterian Church, infor- 
mation to be had from the Rev. John Hes- 
lip, 244 ‘West Madison Avenue, Youngs- 
town. 

Springfield, Ohio, March 26-31, First 
United Presbyterian Church, information 
to be had from Dr. R. H. Hume, 1019 South 
Limestone Street, Springfield. 

Coshocton, Ohio, April 2-7, information 
to be had from the Rev. J. A. Speer, 215 
North Sixth Street, Coshocton. 

Columbus, Ohio, April 9-14, Broad Street 
Presbyterian Church, information to be had 
from Dr. S. S. Palmer, 49 South Ohio Ave- 
nue, Columbus. 

Germantown, Philadelphia, Pa., Easter 
Day, April 16, Church of the Atonement. 

A series of addresses at Princeton Uni- 
versity, April 17-21, under the auspices of 
the Philadelphia Society, information to be 
had from Mr. Charles H. Haines, Murray- 
Dodge Hall, Princeton, N. J. 

Will you pass on the above information 
to those who may be interested in attending 
or praying for these meetings? Prayer is 
especially asked for the following needs: 

1. That in all messages by these speakers 
there shall be clearly presented the A4ll- 
sufficiency of the provision God has. made 
in our Lord Jesus Christ for every need 
of those who believe. 

2. That there shall also be presented the 
utter and continual helplessness and insuffi- 
ciency of every one apart from Christ to 
live a life pleasing to God. 

Keswick, N. J., is now open to returned 
missionaries and other Christian workers 
seeking rest and refreshment, physical and 
spiritual. Situated near Lakewood, the noted 
health resort, Keswick is a place of lakés 
linked by limpid streams, and of rustic 
rambles in piney woods. Victorious Life 
Conferences are held there from time to time 
during the entire year, and the spiritual at- 
mosphere is not. less notable than the tonic 
out-of-doors air. The charge. for. room and 
board is $10.a_ week. Full information 
may be had from Addison C. Raws,. Keswick 
Grove, N. J 















How are you celebrating 
the month of holidays? 
of course. bet hw v- 
novelties ong 
just 
so cheap. 








,Cuticura Soap 
The Velvet Touch 
For the Skin 
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THE PRINCE OF LIFE” A2¢75'c'y; 
which is told anew the Scriptural Easter- Story. 
This is for Sunday Schools or Church Choirs. 
Single copy, 20 cents, postpaid. 
Send 25 cents for this and complete copies of 


two new carol services entitled ‘‘ Life and Light” 

and “Dawn.” Moneybackifyouwantit. 
TULLAR-MEREDITH CO. 

155 Waverly Place New York City 
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SIMPSON BIBLE INSTITUTE 
101 West S8th St., Seattle, Washington. 
Under the direction of the Christian & Missionary Alliance 


A place for training Unrioien workers for Home 


and Foreign service. Newserry, Deas 


~ How to Live 
the Victorious Life 


A New Book by an Unknown Christian 
SOME OF THE CH 


Is It Possible? 
Can “ Little” Sins be Conquered? 
How Sin is Overcome 
How to Enter In 
Buried with Christ 
Real Victory and False 
Not Sinless Perfection _ 
The Perils of This Life 
“ Highest” Criticism 
Days of Heaven on Earth 


The‘‘ Unknown Christian,''on the authority 
of God's own Word, proclaims the glorious 
fact that Victory may and ought to mark the 
daily life and witriess of God's children, and 
he shows how that abiding triumph may be 
yours and mine. And to the facts of Scripture 
the author adds the testimony of his own per- 
sonal experience. -The fifteen chapters en- 
deavor to reveai the helps and the hindrances 
which a seeker after the Victorious Life should 
know. 

Those who are longing to ‘‘enter in’ will 
welcome the intimately personal and practical 
messages of this remarkable new book, and 
those who have themselves: experienced the 
blessings of Victory wil! want to read it and 
pass it on to others. 


143 pages, 75 cents, postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO... 
1031 ‘Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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“Two 4 
FREE CATALOG describin; 





FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE, 532 Elm St. Cincinnati, 0. 


* Jonah 3:1 to 4:1 





“Let’s go to 


If the children come 
to class in that spirit, 
there’s greater promise 
ofa lively session. Organ 

"Music to lead the sing- 
~ ing has furnished that 
| incentive in hundreds 
“of chugches—it will in’ 

. We manufacture pipe - 

and reed organs to meet 

every need. “May we 

‘send you our catalogue? 


__ ESTEY 
Organ Company 
DEPT. Cc, 

q - Brattleboro, Vermont. 
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_ Easter Music 


| We have tried to make these publications even 
better than the previous issues that have made us 


so many friends, Your school deserves the best. 


They are 
SERVICES 


** He Giveth Life,’’ by C. Harold Lowden. 
** From Garden to Glory,’’ $ 
‘by various composers. 


Ss A NEW. SOLO 


‘* The f 'e.” fama a 
ean 4 Shy HS 40c net. 
Also Song Stories, Exéreise and Recitation 
Books, Octavo Anthems, Cantatas, Chil- 
dren’s Material, ‘etc. ‘ ot 
“ The rd) Sw nd Passion,’’ 
choir pan for Pession Week by Charles 
H. Maskell.. 60c the copy. 
YOU are never disappointed with the publications of 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 


Publishers for Discriminators 
15th and Race Streets, Philadelphia. 


Easter Music tts: 


“VICTORY BELLS’’—‘‘LILIES FOR EASTER’’ 
—two beautiful new Easter services with ringing car6dls 
for the entire school. Postpaid, 85c per doz., $6.00 
roo, sample copies free. Enclose 1sc for.a roll of tive 
samples of our best, including the shove: 

R MOTION GS and many others in 
“PRIMARY MOTION SONGS, ’’ price AR Ra. 
OSCHE’S EASTER RECITAT Ss ND 
DIALOGS NO. 1 abuse 25¢ per copy. 
‘OPRIUMPHA ti MORN’*—Rosche, hew,r922. An 
Easter cantata for the Sunday School. Postpaid 35c. 
ST RISEN’’—Schuler, new 1922. 
ir. Post; id, 75,cents. 
TRIUMPH’’—Thomas,new, 1922. 
terCantata for female voices. Postpaid 
Anthem books for the 
Choir, Duets,Trios and Quartets for both Male 
and Female Voices, Choir Cantatas, etc. 


GEO. F. ROSCHE & CO., 337. W. Madison St., Chicago, Ill. 
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Easter Service 


He Giveth Life 


THIS is a new service by Edith Sanford Tillotson 
and C. Harold Lowden who have collaborated 
on some of the most popular services ever issued. 
This is one of their best. We commend it to those 
schools desiring an out-ot-the ordinary service ; 
one that is built rather than thrown together. 
$6.00 A HUNDRED 
3.25 FOR FIFTY 
80 CENTS A DOZEN 
Sample copy, 7 cents. 
Send for illustrated circular of Easter Supplies 


THE JUDSON PRESS 


1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


HYMNS FOR TODAY 


A complete hymnal for both Sunday School and 
Church. New, beautiful hymns on all the vital sub- 
jects that leading religious thinkers are advocating to- 
day, with Orders of Services tor S. S. departments 
and church, and Services for Anniversaries. 

rhe use of Hymns for Today will red both 
you of God. 

















h and adult in the essentials of the 


ric-,$75 per roo. Returnable sample sent. hestrated 





Children at Home 





Only a Cow-path 
By Mary M. Parks 


“IT’S ONLY a cow-path,” said Joe, 
scornfully. 

“It goes somewhere. Cows go some- 
where,’ argued 

Joe wanted to stick to the big road. 
Cars and wagons and buggies were pass- 
ing both ways all the time. Something 
doing there. 

“We know where the road goes to. 
No telling where cow-path goes,” 
commented Barry, looking curiously up 
the trail. 

That settled it. : They took the cow- 
path. It wound away and away through 
the woods that skirted the little moun- 
tain village. Away and away and away. 
It skirted a bubbling brook; it climbed 
a rocky slope. Presently, they were out 
of sight and hearing of any dwelling. 
Not one of them ever had been out of 
sight of houses, alone before. They 
looked around agence! ‘ 

“We couldn’t possibly get lost,” said 
Dan, half to himself. 

“All we have to do is to turn around 
and go straight back,” answered Joe. 

He was all for the cow-path now. 
There. might be adventure ahead. 

They had walked two or three miles 
perhaps, straight into the heart of the 
woods, stopping now and then to rest, 
or to look at something beside the ‘trail, 
when suddenly, scampering around a 
curve, they came face to face with a 
huge black bear. It would be hard to 
say. which was more startled, bear or 
boys. The wind was blowing straight 
towards them and making a great noise 
among the leaves; so the bear had not 
heard them or scented them. 

The boys were stunned for a moment. 
Then Barry, who was the eldest and 
far the most fearless. and quick-witted, 
whispered hoarsely: “Stand still and 
look hard at it.” . 

It was easy to do that. They were 
already doing it. They could not have 
‘run if they had \tried, but Barry’s. “Look 
hard at it” made them. fairly glare at it, 

The bear stood still. for a moment 
and looked hard at them’ Then it turned 
and shambled back-up the trail with an 
air of having forgotten something. The 
boys stood stock still till it was well out 
of sight. “Now don’t -run,” whispered 
Barry. Thy turned then and walked 
shakily down the path, 

After a little, Joe, who had a keen 
sense of fun, dropped on the leaves and 
rolled over and over shouting with 
laughter. “Only a cow-path!” he gasped. 
The others laughed too; and then they 
all felt better. 

When they reached home, the uncle 
they were visiting was sitting out on the 
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When 
tures think they have some sure way of 
defending themselves. 

“It is wise to do that always if you 
can—to act as if you were not afraid 
whatever happens. It works the same 
way often with mischievous people.” 

“I réad that about standing still and 
looking at them hard last week, and I 
knew. black bears are not very danger- 
ous,” Barry explained modestly. 

“it is the wise thing to do always — 
to be quiet and watchful when you are 
not sure what to do,” repeated Uncle 
qos. “Some are quicker than others. 

lien you kaow what to do, act swiftly. 
When you don't know, be -still and’ keep 


' your eyes and ears open. © Usually that 


porch with their aunt and their mother. | 


They waited till mother and Aunt Jane 
had gone in to get supper; then Barry 
whispered, “Are there many bears in 
these woods?” 

“No; why?” asked Uncle Joe. 

“Well, we walked out into the woods 
along what we thought was -.a cow-path 
and we met a bear. We concluded maybe 
it was a bear path,” answered Barry. 

Uncle Joe looked startled; then he 
laughed. “Nick Carter did see one then, 
probably,” he commented. “His eyes are 
not good and we thought it was some- 
body’s black cow. There used to be bears 
here, and they say there still are some 
back in the hills. This one must have 
wandered down — driven out by the rest 
or food scarce. What did you do?” 


“Barry said stand still and look hard | 


at it, and we did, and it went back,” 
chuckled Dan. 

“Good for you!” exclaimed Uncle Joe. 
“It was the right thing to do: Black 
bears are good-natured as ‘a rule. 
rarely offer to hurt any one. unless they 
are starved or threatened: It was wise 
not to run:” 

“Tt: wouldn’t have been much usé,” 
said Joe: “It could have got us anyhow, 
and maybe’ it was’ starved.” 

*I doubt, if, any wild animal except a 
man-eating tiger ever would attack any 
one who seemed fearless, It alarms them. 


They | 





works out all right.” 
“It worked. that time. We were scared 
stiff, but we fooled that bear. The way 
he acted he must have thought we were 
about to get him;” chuckled Barry. 


Rocers, Ark. ~- 


A British Bible Teacher Coming 


Aa has been greatly blessed 
through’ the testimony of conse- 
crated British Bible teachers, from time 
to time, for many years past, and é 
continuance of such blessing is looke 
for by those who know the Rev. Gor- 
don Watt, of Scotland, who is expected 
to arrive in New York early in April 
and to engage in a Bible teaching min- 
istry at conferences and other centers 
in various parts of the: United States 
until the middle of August. _ 

Mr. Watt, who is a Church of Scot- 
land minister, preached last year for 
several months in. Charlotte Chapel, 
Edinburgh, of which the pastor is the 
Rev. W. Graham Scroggie, and those 
who know the remarkable spiritual his- 
tory of that church realize what a trib- 
ute this is to Mr. Watt. 

Dr. Robert H. Glover, Director. of 
the. Missionary Course at the Moody 
Bible Institute, Chicago, says of Mr. 
Watt that he is “thoroughly sound and 
evangelistic (which is more than evan- 
gelical), deeply spiritual, and a good ex- 
positor. Hi messages are not of a con- 


troversial order, but center inthe cross 
and the spiritual life, and his personal 
influence and example are most helpful,” 


‘Mrs. Watt will accompany her hus- 
band; she and he are in closest partner- 
‘ship in the Lord’s’ work, and she has 
been blessedly used in personal work 
‘and interviews with troubled Christians. 

Later announcement will be made of 
Mr. Watt’s American itinerary; mean- 
time churches, conferences, and Bible 
institutes. who may wish to secure his 
ministry may write for further infor- 
mation to Dr. Robert H. Glover, Moody 
Bible Institute, 153 Institute Place, Chi- 
cago; or to Mrs. Cortlandt de P. Field, 
21 East Twenty-sixth Street, New York. 


RE 


Free samples of Sunday School services only, 
sent on request. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS 


Sent for examination, to be returned. 


STORY CANTATAS: 








Eastef Witmesses...... $3.00 dozen 
From Paims to Lilies. . . . 3.00 dozen 
Paul (for general use). . . 3.00 dozen 
The Crusaders ....... 3.00 dozen 





CHOIR CANTATA : The Saviour of Men, 50 cts. 

* EASTER HELPER No. 8, 20 cents. 

* PAGEANT: The Easter Light, 25 cents. 
Presented with or without music, interesting, in- 
structive, thrilling. 

* These zof sent for examination. 


SPECIAL: Send 30 cents in stamps for Packet of | 


3 Services, Helper and Pageant. Value 66 cents. 
HALL-MACK Co} Ph and Arch Sts., 
ADAM GEIBEk CO.{ Philadelphia, Pa. 


a Easter Services 


** The Resurrection.’’ Easter Echoes No. 33. 
** Hail His Name.’’ Easter Echoes Ne. 32. 
Send 5 Cents—for package containing one each 

of the above, our Easter Catalogue, and illus- 
trated circular of Easter Collection Devices. 
For 25 Cents—we will mail you 10 complete 
Easter services. 
For 50 Cents—we will mail you 26 complete 
Easter services, containing in all 3x2 pages of 
well selected Easter Carols. 


MacCALLA & CO., Inc., 











249 Dock Street, - - Philadelphia, Pq. 
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WILSON 


Standard for Forty-five Years 
Folding and Rolling 
PARTITIONS 


“One Room into Many—Many into One” 
Wilson Partitions are attractive 
in design and finish. Harmon- 
ize perfectly with interior decor- 
ations. Easy to install and oper- 
ate. First cost practically the 
last. Used in more than 38,000 
churches and public institutions. 
Write for Mustrated Booklet 
THE J. G. WILSON CoRP.,11 E. 36th St., N.Y. 


Offices in the Principal Cities 


BRONZE ™21«1s 


Free Book of Designs 
Ino. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


‘PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,etc.” 
H 23 Park Pla 
Globe Furniture Company, 23,Ps** Pisce 


'Nave’s Topical Bible 
PAY US $1 DOWN AND $1 PER MONTH 


All Scripture arranged according to subjects. 

; TUDY BIBLE 
It is a Bible, Commentary, Dictionary, History, 
Concordance Analysis, and Subject Toten com- 
bined. Catalogue free. Good terms to agents. 


NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 
427 S. Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill. 
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S. S. LESSON raceese man 
Cc 


is only $1.00 for a whole year—LESS THAN 
m’t miss it! Marion Lawrance says: ‘‘ There 

is no other I like as well.” Sample copy /ree. 

158 Fifth Avenue, New York. a 


| emma 
“ ” Short Talke 
OBJECTALKS” fetal 
An Omaha pastor says: “‘Your Objectalks are the best 
I have ever used.””_ 15 ‘‘Objectalks”’ $1.00 (M.O.) 
The Songalogue Co., Dept. K., Bay Shore, N.Y°* 


The Sunday Scyool Times 


Philadelphia, February 18, 1922 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. 

$1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
° separate addresses: or in a 

package, to one address, $1.50 each, per 


year. 
$2 00 One copy, or any number of 

° copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy? One copy, five years, $8. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent te 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the following rate: 

One copy, one year, $2, and 50 cents ad- 
ditional for postage. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Wainut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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-(Lesson for March 5) -Pés.. 18, 1023 ie 


The Woman Who Wished _ 
She Could Play the Piano} 


And How She Found an Easy.Way 


to Turn Her Wish into a Fact 


YEAR or so ago this woman didn’t know one note from another. 
To-day she plays the piano—entirely by note-—better than many 
who have been playing for years. Here she tells how she learned 

Thousands of others, from school children to 

men and women of 50 to 60, have ~also learned music in the same 

A new method that makes singing or any instrument amaz- 


and why it was so easy. 


easy way. 


ingly simple to master. 


ROM the time I was a child, I ‘have al- 
ways had a yearning and longing to play the 
‘ piano. 

Often I have felt that I would gladly give up 
half of my life if some kind fairy would only turn 
my wish into a fact. You see I had begunto think 
I was too old to learn, that only some sort of es | 
story magic could give me the ability to af ae 
was 35 years old—and the mother o small 
family—before I knew one note from another. 


Until | learned to play, hearing music—especi- 
ally the piano—always gave me almost as much 
pain as pleasure. 
somewhat soured’ by envy and regret—envy of 
those who could entertain and charm with their 
playing, regret because I myself had to be a mere 
listener. And I suppose it is that way with every- 
one who has to be satisfied with hearing music 
instead of playing it. 


Again and again, parties and other soclaa gath-_ 
erings have been all but spoiled forme. I could” 
enjoy myself until someone suggested music or 
singing; then | felt ‘‘left out’’—a lonesome wall 
flower—a mere looker on instead of part of the 
party. I was missing half the fan. 

It was often almost as bad when callers came. 
It is so much easier 
to entertain people 
—particularly if you 
don’t know them 
well—if one can turn 





Thousands Write 
Like This: 


“I am delighted to tell | to the piano to fill the 
you how I am gettin 
with my lessons. Everyt ne gaps when conversa- 
is so plain. I had been go- tion lags. But until 


ing to a teacher for about 
two months and could not 
seem to learn a thing. Bui 
how quick I understand your 
lessons.’"’— £iizsa Loran, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

“I have already earned 
enough with my mandolin to 
pay for the instrument and 
the course of lessons. Have 
received many compliments 
upon my playing.'’— Lester 
Pletiner, Forestville, Wis. 

‘‘Our little girl has been 
elected om of the io 
Epworth League of M. E. 
Church, South, after taking 
your lessons — and at the age 
of 12 years. That is speak- , 
ing well for your school.’’— ment of music the 
/. G. Castle, Fulton, Mo. way I had been. But 

‘I have learned more as it turned out, I 

about music and playing in 
the four lessons I received learned to play be- 
from you than I expected to fore my girls did— 
in fact, I myself am 


kearn in six months.’’—U. S. 
now their teacher. 


recently our piano 
was only a piece of 
furniture. We bought 
it three years ago, 
simply to have it in 
the house while wait- 
ing for our two little 
girls to reach the age 
of beginning lessons 
—for I was deter- 
mined that they 
should never be de- 
fied the full enjoy- 


Whitman, Washington, D. C. 

‘‘T am getting along bet- 
ter than I ever did with a 
teacher right with me.’’— 
Edna Brown, Springfield, 
Mass. 


The way I have 
suddenly blossomed 
out in music-almost 











My enjoyment of it was always. 


over night, you might say) has been a big sur- 
prise to all who know me, and to myself as 
well. My friends seem to think it must be 
that I had a previously undiscovered genius 
But if there was any genius 
about it it wasn’t on my part, but in the les- 


for the piano. 





sons I took—a new and simplified method 


that makes it remarkably easy for any one to add 
music or singing to their daily lives. 

I learned entirely. by, home study—my spare 
time — from fascinating Print-and-Picture les- 


sons that make everything so 
simple and easy that one 
simply can’t go wrong on 
them. I call it a_ short-cut 
way to learn—it is so much 
simpler and so entirely’.differ- 
ent from the old and hard-to- 
understand methods, _ In fact, 
while I don’t like to. brag, 
within*six months aftef; I took 
my first lesson my playing. was 
better than that of many of my 
friends who had studied two or 
three years under private teach- 
ers—not because I was any 
more apt than they, but simply 
because the wonderful Print- 
and-Picture lessons sent me by 
the U. S. School of Music were 
so easy to understand. 


Then they were so interest- 
ing that study and practice 
were more like a pastime than 


a task or duty. And so convenient; you can study 
and practice just as it happens handy, instead of 
tying yourself down to-set hours. And no strangers 
around to embarrass you or make you nervous. 


Within a year after I took my first lesson, I began 
teaching my two little girls to play—using exactly 
the same lessons I myself had studied. 
noticed that both of them seem to be getting along 
better than many of their playmates who have pri- 
In addition, I am saving money it 
would cost to-have a private teacher—I figure it 
would cost at least $3 to $5 a lesson to have a 
teacher whose instruction could compare with that 
contained in the printed lessons from the U. S. 
School. Yet, from the first lesson to the last, the 
total cost of learning the way I did averaged only 


vate teachers. 


a few cents a lesson. 


My only regret is that I didn’t know of this 
really wonderfully method years: before. The 
ability to play is such a great comfort. 
ter how much F am alone, I never get lonesome— 
I can always turn to my piano for amusement. I 
am never at a loss for a way to entertain callers, 


CHOOT Ger: 


gatherings. 











FOR BEGINNERS OR 
ADVANCE PUPILS 


Piano Hawaiian 
Organ Guitar 
Violin Harmony 
Drums. and 

and Composition 
Traps Sight Singing 
Banjo Guitar 
Mandolin Ukulele 
Clarinet Harp 
Cornet Piccolo 
Flute Trombone 
Saxophone’ Tenor 


Cello Banjo 
Voice and Speech Culture 
Automatic Finger Control 








wish to play or sin 
making a special s 
in two—send your name now, before this special offér is with+ 
And I drawn. No obligation —simply use the coupon or-setid your 

name and address in a letter or on a postcard. Instruments 
supplied when needed, cash or credit. 4 


U. S. SCHOOL OF MUSIC 
382 Brunswick Bldg., 
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I no longer feel that { am ‘‘out of it’’ at social 
Do you wonder that I so gladly 
recommend the method that has brought me so 
much pleasure and satisfaction ? 


* * * * * * * 

This woman's experience is by 
no means unusual, Over 250,000 
others—from school children to 
men and women of 50 to 60—have 
learned: to play their favorite in+ 
strument or learn to sing in the 
same way this woman did. Read 
the enthusiastic letters which you 
will find printed here—samples of 
the kind of letters we are receiving 
in'practically every mail. Largely 
through the recommendations of; 
satisfied pupils, we have built up 
the largest school of music in the 
world. 


Whether for beginners or ad- 
vance pupils, our method is a re- 
volutionary improvement of the 
old and hard-to-learn methods 
used by private teachers, and our 
method is as thorough as it is sim- 
ple and easy, We teach you in the 
only right way—teach you to play 
or sing entirely by note. No 
‘‘ trick” music, no ‘* numbers,” no 
makeshifts of any kind. Yet it is 
a short-cut method, simply be-~ 
cause every step 1s made'so sim- 


ple and clear and the total cost averages a few cents 
a lesson, with your music and everything included. 


When learning to play or sing isso easy, why continue to 
confine your enjoyment of the music to mere listening ? Why 
not at least let us send you our free book, absorbingly 
esting simply because it shows you how éasy it ig to turn your 
into an actual fact? Just now we are 
ort- time offer that cuts the cost per lesson 


inter-' 


New York 





Mr. David F. Kemp, U. $. School of Music, 
382 Brunswick Bldg., New York City. 


Please ,Send me your free book,**Music Lessons in Your Own 
Home,’’ and particulars of your Special Offer. I am interested 
in the following course. 
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